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Impact of Thermal Water Discharge on Zooplankton in the Sea Area
near Dagang Power Plant

Li Yahong, Zhou Zheng, Zhao Xiaofang, Yuan Hao
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Abstract: Zooplankton in the sea area near the thermal water discharge outlet of Dagang Power Plant was investigated
respectively in the summer and winter of 2010. The results showed that zooplankton in the investigated areas were mainly
composed by copepods and larvae. Their community structure was relatively stable, but the abundance was much lower than
those in the other areas of Bohai Gulf. Species composition, abundance and biediversity index had temporal and spatial
variation features: they were higher in summer than in winter and increasing from the inshore area to the offshore area.
Among the 6 stations, the species, abundance and biodiversity at Station TJHS1117 near to the thermal water discharge
outlet were the lowest. Therefore, thermal water discharge could have a certain impact on the zooplankton community
structure and horizontal distribution.
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