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Conceptual Distinction of Ecological Health, Ecological Risk and Ecological Security
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Abstract: With the impacts of various anthropogenic activities, the ecosystems are degraded remarkably in different areas, so
ecological health, ecological risk and ecological security, which act as measurement to value the existence state of an ecosystem, are
drawing increasing attention. However, there are still no clear boundaries between these concepts, and confusion and misuse of the
indicator systems even exist in the evaluation process, leading to the delay in theoretical study and assessment practice guidance.
The relationship between ecological health, ecological risk and ecological security manifests in consistency between the evaluation
subjects and ecological security should be evaluated on the basis of ecological health and ecological risk. Differences among the
three concepts present in connotation, evaluation object and indicator system.
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