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Abstract: In this paper, the method of combining principal component analysis with entropy was used. The data were based
on the public participation in various approaches for environmental governance. First, new indicators were constructed through the
mathematical transformation and dimensionality reduction, and the scores were obtained. Then, the entropy method was used to
assign weights. Hence, the level of public participation in 31 provinces and cities was evaluated. The results showed that the level of
public participation in East China was the highest, followed by the Central South, Southwest, Northeast and North China. Based on
the result, three suggestions were proposed including formulating the personalized environmental protection policies and improving

the government environmental governance capacity as well as improving the public environmental awareness.
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