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Abstract: In this paper, the bibliometric visualization software CiteSpace is used to visualize and analyze the Chinese
literature on the ecotourism assessment published in the database of China Knowledge Network (CNKI). The number of publications,
research cooperations, research hotspots, and research trends in the field of the ecotourism assessment in the past two decades are
analyzed, and a knowledge map of authors and institutions as well as keywords is created. The results show that the research subjects
and institutions in the ecotourism assessment show a weak correlation. There is a strong correlation for the high-frequency words
such as ecotourism, sustainable development and nature reserve. The research directions and perspectives reflect the characteristics of
multidisciplinary interchange. The study points out that the ecotourism research must adhere to the principle of sustainability. The
ecotourists and their consumption and experience will become a research trend. In addition, the cooperation and communication
among scholars should be strengthened.
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