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Research and enlightment of the environmental regulation model from “command-and-
control” to “market-based instrument”

——A case study of the historical transition of acid rain regulation model in the United States

HAN Yi, WANG Yao
(School of Economics Liaoning University, Shenyang 110136, China)

Abstract: The transition of the acid rain regulation model in the United States has typical significance both in the
environmental history and economic history of the United States and even the world. With the enactment of the “ Acid Rain
Program” in 1990, the United States completed the transition of acid rain regulation from a “command-and-control” model to a
“ market-based instrument” model and provided a historical “ paradigm” for countries around the world to balance economic
development and environmental regulation. The transition of acid rain regulation models in the United States was analyzed from a
phased historical point. The main characteristics of two typical environmental regulations models were identified, and the
inevitability of the “command-control” model being replaced by the “market-based instrument” model was explained. It has great
significance to study the transition of environmental regulation models in our country.
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