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Table 1 Current major hazardous waste management laws and regulations in China
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Historical evolution of hazardous waste management in China—from
“initial stage of exploration” to “all-round improvement stage”
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Abstract Effective management of hazardous waste has become a major environmental problem faced by all
countries in the world, and it is also the key to reduce the generation and harmfulness of hazardous waste. This
paper reviewed the establishment and development process of China's hazardous waste management regulations,
systems and utilization and disposal industry. According to the understanding process of hazardous waste,
China's hazardous waste management was divided into initial stage of exploration, system construction stage,
ability construction stage and all-round improvement stage. The main characteristics and important events of
these four stages were analyzed in this paper, and the practical necessity and historical inevitability of the
contemporary. hazardous waste management model were expounded. In the end, the significance of building a
modern hazardous waste management system was pointed out. This study can provide a reference for China to
establish amodern hazardous waste management system, improve the level of hazardous waste supervision.

Keywords  hazardous waste; management; historical evolution; initial stage of exploration; all-round

improvement stage
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