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A review on microbial-catalyzed reductive dechlorination
of polychlorinated biphenyls
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Abstract: Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are typical persistent organic pollutants. Their fate in
the environment is of great concern. Under anaerobic conditions, certain microorganisms are capable
of removing chlorine atoms from PCB molecule. However, although microbial-catalyzed reductive
dechlorination is believed to take place in natural sediments, PCB dechlorination activities are
influenced by many biogeochemical properties, which make it difficult to control. In this review,
dechlorination pathways and eight existing dechlorination processes are discussed, as well as PCB
dechlorinating microorganisms, reductive dehalogenases, physical and geochemical factors
(temperature, pH and redox level, available carbon sources, competing electron accepters,
supplemented electron donors and inhibitors). Moreover, difficulties on drawing general conclusions
about PCB dechlorination are discussed, as well as the perspective on the application of anaerobic
dechlorination in in situ remediation.

Keywords: PCB, microorganism, anaerobic reductive dechlorination, dechlorination process,

dehalogenase.
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PRI E VIR LI T 45 R K R AE(Science) - AWy BR AL~ f BE R, 22 SAIKAAT I RR U 9
By =X, — MR IR, 53 Al RN A S SR B A SO 4R O, MBI IRORER || JBi 0 1
SBIE Ty A FTIT AR R A AR RIS e S A v, 2 AR 1 B R T2 2 9
SURT I, SR 27 W BRI AR TR JIE Y8 IX R A0 IR BRSSPk, PR ARV 5
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1 PCB REMKBEEMFIHTE

PCB KA S B IR ARFTIT AR (U F] LIFEAR PCB AV HE A3 S0 TR AR S e

PCB Jiii & #4% ( Dechlorination pathway ) & Xk &5 B 2 F B R 531 b 1 — AN SR T A2 e Ji
PCB 737/ — AR T 18 2 BIAr T PSR SO AT

Cl Cl Cl Cl

S O O R O 8 O
(1)
Cl Cl Cl Cl
245-245-CB,PCB153 245-25-CB,PCB101

TESCNE R PCB FE24 1 HLF-32 44, DT 2% B R Ry it J S . B, 209 7 22 S5 6 A 840 A AL
B ARFEIBRAL 2E M R R, RS BT, AL (meta, BPECHRIR Y 3.5 BURAL) FIXE £
(para, BIBCAEIA FRY 4 WARAL) RSV T BE D BBUAR, TSR (ortho, BIUBRARER 1Y 2 6 UL 1
1) SEUEL T AN BB . AR Mt Sl AR A IR, IR 58 AN BEHEAT , — BB F 7 3 09 e e g rh HR B 4R 07
it S AFAE A

{HAFE RIS SRS P PCB 43714 0 ( PCB distribution pattern ) AN 28 H KA~ B — 8 il S % A2
AHF 1 f— RS [ S AR AL A S AS BN g0 5l BRI B R R A PCB 435 T 28 17 1 e
1 WA AR LA FR A & 05 72 ( Dechlorination process ) . 2430 & B 8 Fh it S 0 A2 , &A1 43 51 & i A2
H, H' M.N.Q.P LP AP T 36 1 BE5T 8 BB S A2 (0 RAAE R A, — Bk U, FRBEAE & HAth
FRIRIY PCB 20 A A R i 8 DA v iy JLAN L [ T A 45 SR 108 o it e g 2 v 4 7% 108 AN B 4
HeA o 71 AR AR — A LA LB D R B Hughes 2505 T & BB S D0 R 14 B 45 AR
IS B UL E 380 7 Jd S AR AN S8 AR A, A AT TR AR 1 DL B AR SR TR b i B DA S CH ) S8 1
FE) R Ry FE Rl N7 3 J5) ( Classification tree ) B IA 8 Fh It 58 00 B2 . 1% 45 KU BE 0% 0 G- b 40L& IR B A8
T PCB A3 AL, (E M B i i A 3 i 486 A, AT SR i 75 K ik PCB B S S5 50 K 56

2 PCB fit SR04 4 7054 IR B oa Bl

I ST A W) A AE 2 PCB IR AR SRR, A AR I 5 AR A DL AL S TE I F AR e
KEhOT s — B YU Dehalococcoides Desulfitobacterium IR R AN AN ( 8-Proteobacteria ) . & 5T
WIET] ( &-Proteobacteria ) H 1% 4 P 1] 33k S A7 HL UM JBAE Sy 2 FEL 32 4 R TR RT (B0 RE IR, R AT 4R
KA1 Bl 58 A PCBs 7EHBER [ AR 7= I BRI 80 224, TLidift (b th 4 i R e 2k
Y). AT 90 4R Rhee 551 & BIASZ PCB 5 441 IR Hh 4= ) [l B HL 45 PCB B RE 1 IF 3 e 4
H A5 b A LA T 1 O S 0 P S R (R MR AS B Assafanid 452 1) SRR AT & 90—
Bl 4 TR AN B12 X Z A WL A I AT RE. BARANRE AR A8 iR SR ), PCB I AFF
FE] LA PCB PAPREE S SRR A ' R LB, NI AEE R PCB B S W RE % 22 RAR
012 PCB AU BN R S — R 51 PCB B AR SRR 5 B S A P S Tl P P R 2 R0 2
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Table 1 Characteristics of eight dechlorination processes
itk EERE HARRETRHE EUE
P4 L5 S SR SRR R 22 9 ho AL S AR X AL U (34, 245-

H 2 345-, 2345-) AP R A7 SR T (234-, 2346-) RITEARIT
. L LS EURPUEBR R A R R R T (4, 245 BT A
2345-) AT ABRCARICHI (AU (23- , 234-) A
; L R SRR R R SR B BT (23, 34, 234, eI
236-) AT BRI G SURT (3-, 25-) S A
A A SRR F A I R R R U T (234, e
N 2 236-, 245-, 2345-, 2346- , 23456-) I b
, 245-, 2345, 2346-, S
. SRR RS O BT (34, 245) K

PRI SR T (4-, 24-, 246-) R M7 SR AY i) £ SR 7 (23-)

DU | LGN 7S SR 2R A R A7 UG B R A SR (34~ 234~ 245-
Y 28 2345-, 23456-) ESEliv el

5 ARAB SR SUBLT (34-, 245- ) FIICM AL S B Y R SR T (4-, 24-
246-) , A AL FEA A S B A T 7 SR F (23, 234-, 235-)

T 6 LA EB IR R W P A SR B Tl U5 (2345-) EqEliEe
w o BERMEIT A SCHK[5,8,16].

2.1 PCB BABEY

8 SR A P B E R v 0 BB R AR AR (< 1% ), S SR G0 B8 (4 B K 2 B T LA
K, AR IR A Wy B DR i S 3 A A 5 B R AR F18) 7 AT 28k firp e 17 8 S e [ i i 1> %8531 HH ) PCB
Jid SR B 44 ortho-17 (0-17) , ERERS I 25 PCB65 (2356-CB) A4 &R+ . —4F)5 , %5 2 # PCB
LS Dehalobium chlorocoercia Bk DF-1 #¢ A BUR] LMEALE 25 PCBO1(2345-CB) A7 Wil S UL A9 54
JEF 0 F] 2008 4, DF- 1 8 8 D) 43 25 {H 06 200 38 B B Desulfovibrio spp. V8 Ry 3t A B A7 #6177
Dehalococcoides ethenogenes TR FE 195 1 J& —F 4k A ) 73 85 19 PCB B 58 B B4 bk, AR FH FIl Dehalobium
chlorocoercia TEFR DF-1 2511, AT LU 2= 00 G C % Fa a7 s k48 SR 1 BR T LA 3 A PCB B
TSR I SR AN I8 & B 1 ] LIVE T 43 Fh PCB BRAKR 4 I S #T Dehalococcoides sp. itk CBDBI1,
HOB SRR FEASE G DR HARRIE , 60— S B T RE A A 2RO [l i ISR ) 76 52 24 3 8%
Rl b S MR RO A S TR FHE | PCR 35,2012 48 Xu 4578 B s 1 &0 Gt Y
Chloroflexi(£3 5 Dehalococcoides Fl 0-17/DF-1) | Dehalococcoides UL} o-17/DF-1 7T H T 40 4F 1)
JEE VAL R AT IR EE (DURRIN 1)) AR B0 , R B ST A Wy B FI 45 )2 PCBs YR DL R sk Ak o [ R
FEAERIOCHE , ELUTAVBA PCB i S e JEE .
2.2 MJEBE

Dehalococcoides J& AN ) 16S TRNA FER AU AEE & (>98%) , RMEM 16S rRNA FE ¥ 592 7
K A AT I 2 REAL, BE 2R R EE T T Dehalococeoides [T 14 i ( rdh ) 3 ') Dehalococcoides
ethenogenes THPE 195 WA 17 Flids J5 JBd i il BE K1, b % 14 # 5 Dehalococcoides sp. Pk CBDBI | B bk
BAV1 FOTERE FL2 B3 5 i A DR 8 BE AR DG | 1B A0 AT 5 A AR ) 1 50 i e PR | s A AR 1 I S A
AR ZARENE T Park 2518 89T T 12 FEE Dehalococcoides ethenogenes HiRE 195 1 Dehalococcoides sp- £k
CBDB1 ELA5 53t (1 56 < I, 4551 s P A B FD rdh04 Rl rdhO5 FERIFFE 1Y PCB IS TR AR B 85 v ke 3]t
FAEH, AR & 31 PCB {4 & rh A SR AE 78 A 3 A5 P O 20K 30 79 i I SR X AN RV E L B 2 T
I T 52 PCB Mgk 1) o B PR 3R HOAE AR e RO A TR AR

LP 33 2 BEFCE sa i

3 PCBlESHIEmMESE

PCB JRAUN R Mo SR B A U D R A5 A7 2 2R B R sk fb 2 R R s, L P e %2
PIATIREE  pH FIAEARIAR JFK T Bl | f T | s2 AR DL i 4.
3.1 R

TRBEAIE T PCB T4 H Z MRS 43I, SE 45 ] 1 B S B 8 1 221 FEXHA 26 3 PCB R
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H W Aroclor1260 I REREIFTY i & B, T3 0% S Ry SR AR B T . 8 CC—30 °C B iR N (TR B 540)
FETE12 C—34 CHEFPPIRE P OSSR o 32, FLIR R R RN SRR 5 18 °C—30 °C ¥ Fl
AR LP (IO BRI 580 77 7E 3 7E 50 °C—60 °C AT iR A F T I S0 I A T (i 2345-5L 4]
R HEATS Y Tiedje 25 KBRS RN b IR EEAR T 12 CE{R T 37 CHIE PCB A%
A ABFEL, A BRIR T PCB WS k. —BIA A, T 1T A2 3 gk el A8 A () o S P e 1) A K 3 g I 5
il ) 8 T A B2 M I A T M .
3.2 pH F&AbIE i 5w K

pH (7 (E % PCB B 0K 20 3 R4S TE pH 5—8 I FEl N PCB i S ERREIS E1 T, (H B K%
H s IR AR pH 7—7.5 YL 22 8], B TR, BEAE BB pH (EA — X R, W A & TR
pH 6—8 Z[a] ; BB L& 7E pH 6—7.5 SEIBI AT 3 A [ B 5852 pH SE M /'S pH 52 i i S8 I
AT HEA 3 4~ (1) pH 2028 PCB 7R IR AW T4, AT S2 i PCB (928 BRI PE ™ 5 (2) pH 2L
AR ELE R 5 (3) pH EAZ R 75 A 1T A il BE AN Sk SR HL A (ORP) Gl , RS AL A I L 437 45 #) T PCB
J G, 2280 PCB [t AR ARt 2 H B L AE H ( methanogenesis ) 1'% K AR Yl H Fe B UF O 28 Wik 2, 7F
WSS R pH AR b — AN PRIIE T A 2R 5 PCB S i e .
3.3 BRUE

PCB i8S, BR T PCB [ BE N LT 3204, 38 75 B A 4 5 75 24 ik V5 A0 el P4 A5 HIL ARG ML
i DA X o S A 4 1 A e A Al o X R A LR VR R R | SRR TR ER R L | FLIRR L A
i PP L PR R JC MRS IR — SR Ak B IR S BN T 9 26 B . — D T, AN U T A ok JE S fk A 4 0 A K
AL AL A RE s, (e IE PCB WS EAT ; O — D T, A0 5 5] Asf 5 S0H At 5% 4 ol A 9 el A
K Wi T B gy e 2T Lk 2.

R 2 PCB LA i A AT HLAR IR B AR

Table 2 Organic carbon sources used in PCB dechlorination studies and their effects

TRVE il & PCBs IR R EH ik
P ¥ A= 7 R T 2y By 2T A
WP R 2 R T Aroleor 1242 S b %Ei%;ﬁm’m RORITRE>RARESTS 5
. . Arolcor 1242 S [ WA 35 h ] iR Ak I TR S Y 2 BRI A
B A Ve A £ i
T i T Avcr 1242 CEBIEREE A B R s R LR [36]
i AN Aroclor 1260 5 E 4T E3A|
Aroclor 1242, 1254
AL b+ TS/ 242, 154 g s R
o f; 1200 WIS, iy I B 4 [16]
WS RRIR &40 ( 2, Bk + 7 . g EBEE
Fth T AR b by L e BRI ZRRACRE T IR [16,23]
2.5 mmol-L™)/ZFREh oclo T v/
e 77 26 S 5 6 8
b/ PTG £/ 2L R b ) - T ! "
LRy LA e ik PEAWIEET IR s 2 A R EZ R [40]
A 20 mmo Tl 25 IR 35
TR e e o e e
5 mmol- L + B IE £k S WESE PCBs EGW (g LA ERER, WP R PR K
i I
(20 mmol-L™")
- A,\ /4 ’T_rz, 3 E q e SN 3% A=}
A (10 mmol L1 ) PCB ik EEE/RIEE LD RABAR, R R
B By 2 AN B
Lk PN TRk B PCRs R PR RBIRACRRA U0 TG SRR

FLREE 4 1 mmol-L7) 116 Hiik RIATH JE B AN B

AN, SMIBRIR I AN 2 e AR B2 AR BRI 208 (100 mg - L71) A7 By T BB S AR W RE T 1Y)
TR, T vk BE BT 2084 (500 mg - L") AT BERHAT T PCB B G b i) S RRARHN, F% MAR #E 3 ) 2% TR A 3
M7 SRR A T ARSI AR AN ), AN N BRIE AT 14 2 KIS0 A — U PR I, A R A
AR, S A 22 S DG e P PR e UK ARG B R A R A A A5 S
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3.4 HFEZIEK

TSR VLRGP AFAERIB BT 0 NOT 1 SO3 U0 B FL T2 0, T AT 150 S At e B A I
W JE BB, F PCBs fE1E S 4+ 2 2 5K I 5—16 mmol - L' NO; FIFEAEINH T PCB B ™. 5
AAAEL,3—30 mmol - L™ SO WA I PCB Bl iyRCR , MBS & 7 () for It e 3 il 15 S A Wl i,
AT SR 4 o A7 . SR 00 S R ) T ot S PR B o P g 134 May 250 945 PCB Ji
AEAALE SO WSE WIS A IFIRVEFT {8 Rysavy 2 FE 5210 v & B SOT F77E R PCB AL 4,
AT BESE T AR Le A IR B BE S I FH PCB Ay LA FL 32 A 58 1 S S
3.5 HLFHEAK

SUR(H,) IR IR IREE B AR A B B B A 7 R D g L X PCB B 52 i 55y
A% HAEBRRRIR T2 RS N R LA RN N T 1% (B0 B9 H, AR 2% PCB S0 24
BRI, AR BE () HL AR A, TR T 109 A H AT R0 s 5 g G5 07 4 18 A 28 i e i A2
DR S bR R BBk (Fe (0) ) BRI INIAR Z by |, , Ry R xR n =t (2) from . i
TRZR M pH (HAETF 7, Fe™ HRE N 107 mol - L™, 330 Y ORP 4 0.17 V. HBL AT UL, RARIE
TS BRI S AN PCB SRR A T i R IR R A W 2k KRR B R . I A, B el s i A
LY Fe® AERSULTE P 28 TP LR 9 5 G 0 S B, AT S8 PCB J 4

1 1 1
H,0+—Fe =—H,+—Fe> +OH" (2)
2 2 2

3.6 Y

PCB W Bl 7820 0 AR, A PR R IS IR ER | DL IR B R ( BESA ) 48 AN [
TR Wy BV JETRIL B4 SR ). A 25 10 5 0B (HL,S HS T S2) S AN B, T AR VA A 25 19 13 — M B 200
Xt BRI TG, PRI B 4 T DOTE ) 1ok BRI RS T M . Zwiernik 2581 %8 & BN FeSO, 7T LA
SH Aroclor 1242 RS, X R AL RN SO SZIGAH I Y45 5 HBETIE IR FeS VIVER MR th T
S Xt PCB B , 2k W 85 352 P B3R R ) Na, S BLEL bl P e T B0 EER o
D- IR 22 G T A BB ) 200 8 A A O P 40 ) ol 4 i b R B TR AR 4, AT 30 PCB R S 4= 17
HoAtb P AN PG R R R RS0 E A SR> A R LA 7 R 34 i
Hofth— e (9 A, X PCB B A7 AE— 22 A A 5L e el o 4 7= e A P, 8 7= FR ot 7%
PER AN Y [F]s, — LB 50 & B PCB S A SE 3R I 00 S0 B ROR IR AT, IR, 405 43 7™ Y o 17 4, 7
REHL s i Thg >

4 FERBMINEE

A PCB IREMAMBIR C &3t 7 T 20 Z24F (B BA T 5 i A M8 IF A2 WL H F 2R
A . (1) R 21 RAE LI B W B, LI = SR FIR R IC IR A A R 25 57, a0 S 50 = 458 il AE 4
T RE T R SR DG U Bt 2 A R ) 3l B A AR AR A S 30 = b s IS I R L bR EAE R 0 Aok
PR R N AT, RIRIAT v ) o 52 488 D0 A 8 A PR, s 07 38 23 R B A2 41 T FiE 23 Bl 22 A0 A 5 (2) S fiff
FH Ve A 1 M 3R A 22 M T B s 25 A8 A AR Tt SR A A0, Bt i 2 4 A AN [ 5 (3) % S 1 5 3 B ) S 6 2%
1140 PCB YRR FNVR B ST A FTAL 3 5 =X A FH A B SR T00as SR o3 S I B B e S I a4 7 i (1]
B R ot A S A0 30 S5 45 A (] s A () S 60 2 1) S 30 45 SR T VR AR A s L 55 (4) PCBs 42 oAt
D7 AR FERRG . BAT RO A 85% Zc A7 i NS WF9Y 3% 238 4 L 3% PCB S & A8 fb R Al 34
I ERIR | Tk i it i P AR R B 5 PCB A FR I VAN I S8 SRR A 35 43 #r ik e A7 mT A
5325 209 Tl PCB BRI I7 L SEHT I A7 T30 17 IS0 W A S B AR i H) 5 (5) PCB SR
PRI 1< i 1 AR R 2 L PCB IS AE Y 2 R o I S A= i iy b o b g | e s8R B — i
HOLFD PCB LA I BE 72405, R 3R B8 S A AR AT BB A (5 PCB B G008 AE P v i 2 B3 4 T i
fiti 3L 7E PCB B i VE IR AR 3 A B, 7 2o G .

M2, EEX PCB R AN AT T AEAE B IRl ARk T LA R DL S A T IR AR (1) etk 84 1)
2= 5% SR FH PCB U RE S RO A B LA AR (835 H 4 AR U 4% ( GC-ECD) i 43 B <UAH
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@35-FE (HRGC-MS) B 7 iE38 0 PCB JUH IR AR & S ik PCB B4R (<3 GUET) MY TR I §2 5
RO 72 A5 HERR 5 (2) Bl RN A B9 531 LR W2 3 B 5 125, W SE R % ( Clone library ) | E £ PCR
(Q-PCR) EME#RBEBEER UK (DGGE ) , 57 PCB SRR Wy HE o P e R DG B 0 1l i 35 A1 9 B 18 43 B
FRIP, ORI T AE R BT LU 5 (3) B F AR PR A5 CIRLEE (pH B FHMAC | s 524k il
A, AR SR T O RR PR IR AL (4) R AE R IR IS Ve iz JHHE HE PCB K 48U S8 A4 i 75
s B EE PCB BTG DL, JFPTAG USEPA $2H A4 Wil H 48 298 ( monitored natural attenuation ) 325 it A 17
PEIN A SR AR SE AT AT R di oy 2 A AR Y I A PCB 75 Y418 5 )7 k.
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