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Research progress on the detection methods, environmental
distribution and transformation of perfluorinated compounds’
precursors fluorotelomer alcohols
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Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, 100085, China)

Abstract: Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and other perfluoroalkyl carboxylic acids (PFCAs) have
recently attracted a great deal of attentions because of their potential persistence, bioaccumulation,
toxicity and global existence in the environment. In addition to direct emission, transformations of
their precursors is also considered as a major source of PFCAs in the environment. Fluorotelemer
alcohols ( FTOHs) are one major class of PFCAs precursors. This article reviews recent research
progress on the detection methods of FTOHs and their environmental distribution. Transformation
mechanisms of FTOHs are discussed in more details. Furthermore, this article also highlights the
importance and prospects of the research on FTOHs in sewage treatment system.
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FI A P R AR v ) BRI, DA A 1 e AR 5 K HEBUR: PRCAs #E ABRER I £ IRZ 2
— 80 SR FE P 4G K Ak B ZR S8 B4 K R A e BTG K A A B BE 25 Bk PFCAs, HE Z 5K ) K
PFCAs ¥ i ToEaKk ™ 5200 G WFSE 4 /K b PFCAs ¥ T 2 vl T AR P 76 75 7K b B 5 e v 4
A2 HETE A PFCAs ORI A7 805 85 ( FTOHs ) . 22 98Ukt 5L s B2 155 25 ( Polyfluoroalkyl phosphate
esters, PAPs) | £ i HLI5E 25 ( Polyfluorinated iodine alkanes, PFIs) | 4= 35 iR £ 2% ( Perfluorophosphates
PFPAs) FI4: J50 15 % FiE 24 ( Perfluorophosphinates, PFPiAs) 25 Hidh FTOHs 7828 N Abh2s < 38 kil
Yy FRAKRTR K PR A A 12 22 Sl s R S 86 R B FTOHSs REASZE LN PFCAS ™) R ERER
o PFCAs 52X A i) 22— 3 3 % 52 9] 3 i A 2 B, 15 /K AR 38T J& FTOHs HE A BFRE 10 28 3%
117 BRI, B4 1 FTOHs R8N 715 7K A B 2R G2 19 70 A R E RN B84 T o0 30 6 38 A S 2 &
AP SCHRXT FTOHs BRI 75 v FEAS [F PR 45 A0 B o i) PR 558 53 A R AR W0 e Ay PFCAs BB 25 47 45
it Jf4 H FTOHs 7275 /K AL B AR G T 5T 3.

1 FTOHs &4y

FTOHs [ F(CF,),,CH,CH,0H, n=2-8 ] &3S B ik & 4% 1 D CREDIE ) 2 # Ak
9. FTOHs FHAEZR 1 & M50 B TR /A 70 A S5 R ahh iw TA U B R A5 1.2000—
2002 4E[H] , £ERAEA P i A 5000 I, 40% 2 AEE 557 FTOHs LAFRALER (20 4>) FIFRAL S (2 1Y) Y L
HRA4, s ERg 2tk o it 4:2 3] 16:2 B FTOHs, H B 249 & 4:2 FTOH .6:2 FTOH 8:2 FTOH Fi
10:2 FTOH (4 F45 M W3 1) , Ho A = i 2 2 8:2 FTOH™.

H T & 2 6E (C,F,,,, ) I HE FTOHs (n=8) AT REFE L7 2E PFOA %5 PFCAs' 2203 i
BT PROA KU AR A IR S — S fift PRI i 25 90 () i A | 4Bk £ 2L FTOHs A7) R B &k B
¥ J54E FTOHs (n<8) B AE FTOHs.6:2 FTOH 14 8:2 FTOH FYHUR 5 B Mokl 22 1 6.

*1 F% FTOHs W4 F45H

Table 1 Structures of the common fluorotelomer alcohols

s LB YR HE g3k CAS
1 4:2 FHEEL 4 :2 Fluorotelomer alcohol 4:2 FTOH CF;(CF,);CH,CH,0H 2043-47-2
2 6 :2 FIHEE 6 :2 Fluorotelomer alcohol 6:2 FTOH CF5(CF,)sCH,CH,OH 647-42-7
3 8 :2 JRLIAEE 8 :2 Fluorotelomer alcohol 8:2 FTOH CF5(CF,),CH,CH,0H 678-39-7
4 10 :2 FAREE 10 :2 Fluorotelomer alcohol 10:2 FTOH CF,(CF,),CH,CH,0H 865-86-1

2 FTOHs BI#iN 77 i%
2.1 GC-MS(Gas Chromatography-Mass Spectrometry )

Martin 4515 S5 R H GC-MS #3577 T = W44 < 4:2 FTOH ,6:2 FTOH 8:2 FTOH F1 10:2
FTOH R J7 i , 1B AL 22 IR (NCT) R AL H BR 0.9—20 pg -m™ , IE B FAL~4 U (PCT) R T
T TA2F R ALE A H FR N 0.8—5 pg m ™ **) Mahmound Z5F Ff] GC-MS #: 57 1 T4 ik b 6:2
FTOH ,8:2 FTOH A1 10:2 FTOH B4 I, 5 ek B 0.2—0.5 ng - L™, -3 i % 60%—89.6% , Fl
FHZ 5 35 8 ORI T /K RS2 49T FTOHs R B2 AR ply 430 SR 0% IR, SR o X 5 S g
F AR, GC-MS ARME FHF /3 W H v A 2 2% FLYR B S AIR A A o

Ellington 244 T $2 B0 1k FI (33 97 vk, BT GC-MS & 57 T T40#r L3 6:2 FTOH £ 14:2
FTOH (£ %1 FTOHs BRI 53 | 22 )5 Yoo Fil Washington 25 Fi% 05 4600 1 FHHEAE £ 38 LA K
A A KA 251 FTOHSs (UM | 1489 FTOHs A E B AS HBR A 0.5—5.6 ng - ¢ T8, Hi¥ h &
B R A 0.30—0.60 ng -g”' T8, [MICE 95%—103% 2,

2.2 UPLC-MS/MS( Ultra performance liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry )

Liu Z5#E57 T LC-MS/MS A& 75 B il + 3% rf 4:2 FTOH Z 12:2 FTOH [k | i TR ILRL A (1) 5
TACRICEARI , SRS AG 1 R AR (1—30 pg - L71) | IR FE ] ST 281 IR AR 25 b 52 B 35k B ] 5 2 ml i
RAME ) Peng S5 H S T UPLC-MS/MS 4353 , F T ZR S DU b 4:2 FTOH % 10:2 FTOH
V14t 38 3 T A A Ak 3k FE 1 ISR i 10 5 T T e v A () P 35 S s87 1) PR S5 A i i Ah B
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2, 7 AR FRARZE 0.017—0.060 ng g™ T8, REPUE HATAALTTEE R 1 7.5—241 %, BT FTOHs 1Y%
JEAVARTF 15% , AL AV TURRY) h A 1 FTOHs ™ .
2.3 LC-ARC(Liquid chromatography-accurate radioisotope counting)

Wang 25 545857 T LC-ARC A& 77 223471 C-8:2 FTOH J2 " C ARic iR 41> | 2 )5 %05 i
ST T4 C-8:2 FTOH #1"C-6:2 FTOH 76 +-3e i S A AR i A2 A=y 77

Z5 LTk, GC-MS 43 M 5 0T LU T2 N Ab s S0 RAY FRZK IR 7K v FTOHs 1Y 4387, J ik [ fie 52
U ELRS H BRATG 1L A R SR AR, PR T i o) 7 S5 M SRR AR XE T o i LB o o 2 4 HV
FEAR A B 5 i e AR BRI 2 A i Jr 3, GC-MS ml LA T L3 FAs 4 o FTOHs #9453 Hr. LC-MS/MS
ST 7 IE RN 38 b FTOHs By 358 S5 41 i) S50 Il Se 3R Al 0K, ] Bsf S0 gt 1 BIR 68 v 308 o A3 A A RN e
FALIETAL 775 5 UPLC-MS/MS 4387 Ji ik 456 7T LU TUTRR Y 1 FTOHs 9734 , 2007 1L RE A R I I
FRN , RS U AEAL TR & T 7.5—241 1%, rik ke i BR e GC-MS fIK— R 2.

3 FTOHs ERENFEHFHTEDH

FTOHs HA Mz AR E MRS e i) iz 04 8:2 FTOH J& TR A i ™ &
IR SA A I T, BB 55 A2 B i # 1X Y 8:2 FTOH TE/K "R YA IE 21140 pg -L7'H 4k,
8 :2 FTOH ] LATR Pt/ B8 21 /K Fiizs SRS AT, R o e o 31025 A< 2

HAii5CT FTOHs Y FREE I A FEAL thfE s A B, 58 [ U A ) 24 [E X # A FTOHS 1)
WL RS EAERIE IVAE KRG MRS FT8E 420 75K B3R H 7 S w] Ge A 2 7 |
el TS 437 i 92 & B FTOHs 7628 S T IZAFTE , B Ah2s b 8:2 FTOH WYKo ey , R 0E 1Y e e Tk
N 24.138 ng -m” (CERE Tolk 3y ) >4 R N2 Sd FTOHs AR EE K-35 i T 2= 4h s 3, RGE 1
S e VR FETE RN AT =[] Horb 8:2 FTOH R fe 7, 6:2 FTOH ,8:2 FTOH 1 10:2 FTOH 1Y 5 i ¥ JFE 73
124 2400 ng -m™ 250000 ng -m " F1 2000 ng - m* 2400 A1k WS GEEFN P AN B S A 4% ] fE
JEE NI FTOHs AR IR 2 P K 2 o el R B Al 22 I 4 K, I N FTOHSs ¢ B FE 52 i, iR
B 4:2 FTOH ,6:2 FTOH .8:2 FTOH F1 10:2 FTOH % ¥ 43l 4 34.0 ng « ¢ (MFEL) 4830 ng -~ (Ji
£K) (11109 ng - g™ () 15901 ng - (ML) [12,49,52:54]

Li 2517 7 h E RRE 16 T 4h2s A FTOHs WP | RAE 5.7 4:2 FTOH ,6:2 FTOH ,8:2 FTOH |
10:2 FTOH F1 12:2 FTOH A9k & 43 51l J& ND—O0.0782 . ND—0.292 0. 0144—0. 498 . 0.00645—0.285 .
0.00332—0.0987 ng -m >, FTOHs #¥ & 4 0.0514—0.936 ng -m >, i 234 FTOHs FOHeJE AP 5
Wl S R A P A A Y R [ FTOHs ¥} /K5 H AR i [ 0 B R 25 57 0 [ 521 1)
ELERCTENIIE SN ISP & T

RSP O LS ZKH FTOHs  (HAE B I/ B 9 FTOHSs 15 43 7 FIVR B K OF 1) H 38 4
/b Peng ZEAEIL ZR VS DTS Fh ARG T 4:2 FTOH ,6:2 FTOH . 8:2 FTOH Al 10:2 FTOH , ¥ £ 4351 4
ND—0.02,0.05—0.10 ,0.05—0.18 .0.08—0.26 ng g~ T Yoo & 7E i et HE AL 4 33 L Kz + 3 1 A=
KA P 1 T 6:2 FTOH 8:2 FTOH ,10:2 FTOH .12:2 FTOH 1 14:2 FTOH , + 3Py 43 518 <0.2(J5
Pk R ) —1.28 ,5—73 . <5.6—166 2—133 ng -g ' 1 3—52 ng - g~ T H > HW US> 5 K <0.40—
2.59 ND—1.50 ND—1.87 ND—1.22 ng -g ' Fil ND—0.40 ng -g~' T8>/ Mahmoud 25438 T H A H /K f
8:2 FTOH £1 10:2 FTOH ¥ , 7358 1.01—3.18 ng - L' f1<0.2—1.28 ng - L', H AR K 1 8:2 FTOH F
10:2 FTOH ¥ #4351 <0.2—3.38 ng L' F1<0.2—0.39 ng - L', H A B 32 44 ] 3 b e 18 43 591 Ky <0.2—
3.24 ng-L™' f1<0.2—4.06 ng -L™''**'.Mahmoud A48 78 H AR BTB X FTOHs # % 1] 23 SHIZ 75 7K 4b #
T HER 2 94 KRS RS H FTOHSs (W Ak £ B 5> W] 15 K AL B 38 Al fig & FTOHs & AR AL iy &
BT, HET FTOHs 2504 7R 15 /K A0 B 2R S8 A9 40 AR F AE RN BRBE 17 10 A5 138 .

4 FTOHs ¥4t 4 PFCAs HIR 2 F041 &l
W58 22 FTOHs 1] DATEAS [6] ) A 5% 1 B2 i #5464 PFCAs. Ellis Z£0F5¢ T 4:2FTOH . 6:2FTOH |
8 :2FTOHTE AL I 25 46 v A R L T, 245 SR A HY PFOA  PFENA N HU B AR =9, i Bl FTOHs g%
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1Eas S KB ik ARG 5546 PFCAs”! ; Dinglasan 25157 T 8:2FTOH fEUF-48 5514 F B 304 W W fit
PR SE SRR ) A T PFOA 45 PFCAs, UW] FTOHs 1 T DLk 3l A= ) e fff A= L PFCAS™ s
Fasano 45X} 8:2FTOH 55K BUR , 5O JEEUR LA PRI T PFCAS™ Fraser Z5[IIN 25 T 3
LT X 1 5 A A5 S0P FTOHSs YR EE L B R[] FTOHS £ 558 VB R (1 AR IL T il PRCAs (R 2, 25
S PRCAS HOMRE LA S0 FTOHs WRFE A7 i 3510 TE M G 3 L BT FTOHs 41647 1 A S 4
BET PROA % PFCAs HO T B ISR IR
4.1 KA 8:2 FTOH M5 AL ML

HRTCT KT FTOHs #4628 PFCAs BUHLHIESE T2 202 41X 8:2 FTOH. ANIAT 1 frzs 72T 8:2
RCIBIRE F 2 - OHSRL AL L 8:2 JRIMME (C,F,, CH,CHO ,8:2 FTAL) , AR AE - OH HO,- \NO 11 O, fEHI T
“h LA TRE(C,F o CHO, PNAL) , 3L T-REFE -OH HO,~,CH, 0, \NO A O, ff-Jil T2k ik PFOA
FIHE PFCAs.NO \HO,- Fll CH,0,-J& PFCAs 4= WAl 29 K & 7

-OH
CgF},CH,CH,0H  |—— CgFsCH,CH(-)OH

8:2 FTOH 0,

CgF7CH,CHO

OH
NO,-

—

CyF ,CH,C(0)OONO, CyF1,CH,C(0)00- CyF1,CH,C(O)OH

NO
NO
CgF17CH,COO- CgF17,CHO
0,
HO, OH
CgF1,CH,C(O)OH CgF7C(0)00 «———|  C4F,,CHO
PFCAs NO
C,1F2,,C(O)OH
o CiFp1O0: C.Fyei O
H,0 CH;0, \ 0, A
AN
Cr1F2 C(O)F C,.1F2+OH Cy Fy O-+COF,

B 1 KT 8:2 FTOH Al RERYEE AL

Fig.1 Mechanism for the atmospheric transformation of 8 :2 FTOH">'

4.2 82 FTOH Ml 6:2 FTOH (A= 4564b >l PFCAs &A% ML

B RALE YR AR AR T EATR T 454, th T C—F R o, PRI — oA Sy AL & )
ARSI , 5T 20 0 BT A R T AR AL O R4, FTOHs fi—CH, CHLOH i1 T
FEPRARIY AT REME S H ATOCT FTOHS A4 %616k PRCAs (B9 2 L) 8:2 FTOH 15 {t4) 6:2 FTOH
B2 KA HAl FTOHs FYRFSEA/D  Kim SE0F50 TR M TE XS 4:2 FTOH WZE e fbigte B i Tz
=) AR S, TCIR 5 BRI AR = R Ak 4210 A SCHE S/ 44 8:2 FTOH il 6:2 FTOH AF480 5%
W A=A N PFCAs BIE AR ML

8:2 FTOH 7E4F4 +3 IF TG 15 TR & A B 72 M 7L ah ok o (i ARt iR A2 3 A — 20
B2 iR, “CARICHY) 8:2 FTOH Zeid 245 BREL AL 8:2 AN AN 5 R (8:2 Fluorotelomer unsaturated
acid, 8:2 FTUA)'™’.8:2 FTUA Zit Z 430 LS4kl 7:2 Mo VA EE (7:2 Secondary fluorotelomer
alcohol ,7:2 s FTOH) %% 7:2 s FTOH Z&iod S 4 M) (AL S B 7T L™ A= PFOA,7:2 s FTOH i 7T L)
23 BEAR S b A2 i 2H 23 -2 (2H Perfluorooctanoic acid, 2H-PFOA) IR A& A G IR LI £ W, 8:2
FTUA 7] LAZS 3 i 48/ FH A A6 4 FH 7 2E 42980 © B2 ( Perfluorohexanoic acid, PFHxA) | H Rijif AT 28 HAK
A EHE L AL >, AT RE & — 3R 51 (0 B U5 19 S A% 16 B B 8% il 8:2 FTUA 1 7:3 AN R UL (7:3
Fluorotelomer unsaturated acid, 7:3 Uacid) B a( C,) F1 B( C,) Z 8] () 8UEE 43 51128 W C,—C, 1 C,—C [
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14
Fg FEFFEF GCHh R FF F_FE_FR FOH O
(8:2 FTAL) F OH Y,
F FFFFFF OH 2 14,
(7:2 s FTOH) F F OH
F F F F F FF. FFE {HH
RERFRTEF I (PFHXA) (7:3 Acid
E. 14,
¥ ~oH R FEFEF
F FFF FF F 14(::(11{3
(8:2 FTOH) o
F FFEFFF
(7:2 FT ketone)
K FR F 9
R ul E FF, FF F
. OH CH;
Fp F (MQ’ )
(PFOA) FFF FFH
(3H-7:2 FT ketone)
Vi
A\
R FR FR F
F. 56N
F't FFF FF H
(2H-PFOA)

B2 8:2 FTOH AIRERY AR ik e ™)
(U SR R AL 2 R A RS L FR AT R R A W AR T el 2 P8R,
S 1) U ke 27 KL AT 38, RS AR B ) B3 n AR AR 40, 455 N I8 ) ST G5 R AN 7 18RI RE A PP AR ™ 4.
Fig.2 Proposed aerobic biotransformation pathways of 8 :2 FTOH"*'
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. FFFFFF O 5:2 sSFTOH \ ) OH o
OH F FF O F F F F OH
ey FF m PFPeA /’ 43 acid
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J7 155 PN I ) S0 R B AN A 2 P T RE A i [ A0 )

Fig.3 Proposed aerobic biotransformation pathways of 6 :2 FTOH!™
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6:2 FTOH B &0t Z 4 LA A 6:2 A1 A1 G 81 R (6:2 fluorotelomer unsaturated acid, 6:2
FTUA).6:2 FTUA 233 2 BG4 RS, 5:2 fP3 R 5 (5:2 secondary fluorotelomer alcohol ,5:2 s FTOH) | $&
JE o3 5l g = — > Bk AR A4 Bk 55 4L O 4 i R ( Perfluorohexanoic acid, PFHxA ) F1 4 % X 2
( Perfluoropentanoic acid, PFPeA) ™. 7:2 s FTOH H % £ — /N4 i PFOA, 21 A RE 2 2= B ANk 2 ik
PFHpA > i i) BRI HLEE A AR 15 4817 .6:2 FTUA if o] DL 2 A B8 77 AR 5:3 A AR (513
fluorotelomer unsaturated acid, 5:3 Uacid) ,$KJ5 225 4 =4 /0 & )2 3 T B ( Perfluorobutanoic acid ,
PFBA) =7,

4.3 8:2 FTOH Fl 6:2 FTOH %} PFCAs ({53 k

W2 2 Bias , AR A D R 35 455 F 8:2 FTOH 7] LUE WAL 7= 2E PFOA, 722K 0.3%—

40% , A5 237 2 PFHxA 7 3 d5 0 4%.8:2 FTOH B4 G 158 51 T 5 Ak,

%2 8:2 FTOH AWk~ E PFCAs 613
Table 2 Yield of 8 :2 FTOH biotransformaton to PFCAs
o PFHxA PFOA

BRI WA aiild ER% ER% %30
TR (0 AL 1 V5 7K AL B B 25—28 C, % M 4 4%, & ¥, )8 o 21 (271
wHiEiEle [3-"*C]8:2 FTOH )
VELA g e o HH e R, [3-14C]
TR H R B 7 82 FTOH 90 0.9 6 [26]
Y & IR AR R 81 — 3 [30]
R 2025 C, % M A %, Wk,
-4 4 1 [3.4¢]8:2 FTOH 210 1—4 10—40 [25]
JEg— 20—25 °C, Wiz &%, [3-4C]
¥ _
ISR A 22 FTOH 28 20 [25]
L 23 C B A I 67 0.3 1 [60]
TR = R e 54 T A b e 2 -
P LT 29 C,RAIEFRE TANTT 90 F1 176 0.3 [61]

T — FoARM .

W 3 Fr R, AN TR) B 3 b S A= 9 B 5% 4544 F 6:2 FTOH #F ] LU AE W) i Ak 7= 4 PFHXA | 72 3R
<0.4%—11% , A Bf 25774z PFBA Fl PFPeA , £ 577 3537 0 1.8% 1 30%.6:2 FTOH 15 45 5 7R 474
Ak

£ 3 6:2 FTOH ALk PFCAs %R
Table 3 Yield of 6 :2 FTOH biotransformation to PFCAs

" . SV PFBA PFPeA PFHxA “ .
LR A e KRt /d e A T N T 525 R
TRA AR 20—25 C, M5, IR 90 <0.5 <0.5 5.1 [59]
IS 4 20—25 °C, M2, ik 180 1.8 30 8.1 [59]

325 7h Z s _14
4 3 MARE, [1,2-7C,] 84 0.8 4.2 45 [37]
6:2 FTOH
= RTINTTRIIR AL LA R 100 1.5 10.4 8.4 [62]
A GG KAL) GRS TR R R B 60 <0.5 4.4 11 [63]
¥ By=3 I\
;&ngg}%/kkﬂf i, BER 28 — — 1.3 [64]
B B = e 2514 T o b e b B B
A AL TR 29 C,JRAREFE SN IF 90 i1 176 <0.4 [61]

T — FoRiH.

S 28 FAN [6) A B P i A A48, 2 FpERBE A AN 4544~ FTOHs (194 WAk, 45 S 3 IR I S| 4 1
T 8:2 FTOH F1 6:2 FTOH A= ¥56AL R AT LA 4 PFCAs, PFOA Ak 285 5 h 40%. tH T-75 /K A B 2 498 35t
iR, HATib %A L Fris KAL) F FTOHs X PFCAs [ 5540 2508, i A5 FTOHs XJ i K
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PFCAs T [ TRk K.

2 LRk, KA FTOHs W] LIZE -OH (HO,- .CH,0,- .NO 1 O,/EF T 4= i PFOA %5 PFCAs; {iF- %8 1
SRR TS IR IR G AN R SR IR LS WA N FTOHs 7T L2 ad i 81 - ARV FH K i S B-48
VLB e R J N AR B PROA 45 PFCAs.{H HRTIA AN TEHE 8:2 FTUA F=/E PFHxA [ EILHLEL, A
TR 4 5:2 s FTOH W] LIAT 2R 25— AN F P ik % A PFHXA Fil PFPeA 17 7:2 s FTOH HK 2%
— AN B PFOA  EIANRE R L A 2E 1 PFHpA.

5 SRTHREE

FTOHs & HATHE ) IZ AAE R A MEA HLIS G4 PFOA 55 PFCAs EE M FTAY Z —, R AT L2
— Tz A Tl X LIRS A T A A oY B A L ARSCEER T FTO s ARG I 7 i 85 43
A FEEALHL] , 2 075 K Ab BT 3675 U8 Hh A T AR I 8 25 A T FTOHS B ALk PRCAs 264
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