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A fluorescent biosensor based on MoS, nanosheets

for the detection of Hg*" in drinking water
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Abstract; In this work, a novel fluorescence biosensor based on MoS, nanosheets and functional
nucleic acids has been developed to detect Hg** in drinking water. This biosensor was constituted by
exploiting high fluorescence quenching ability of MoS, nanosheets and the interactions between MoS,
nanosheets and DNA molecules. Several analytical parameters including the concentration of MoS,
nanosheets, pH value, the concentration of salts, and the reaction time were investigated and
optimized. Under the optimal conditions, a linear relationship between the concentration of Hg** and
the fluorescence intensity was obtained over the range of 10 to 900 nmol+L™" with a detection limit of
6.3 nmol - L™'. The recovery in water samples was in the range of 95.7%—103.3%. As the main

advantages of this method were simple, sensitive, and specific, it holds great potential for Hg**
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detection in drinking water. This work also extended the application of MoS, nanosheets to
environmental monitoring.

Keywords : molybdenum disulfide (MoS,) nanosheets, fluorescent biosensor, the detection of Hg**,

thymine-Hg>* -thymine structure.

MoS, 4K - —Fi ELA IS0 BRI A5 40 1) R 9 KA L SR T 5 6 SR M AN TR), MoS, 48K i LA B %
B T LA B A SR B ELA TR BRI, 2GR RN L AE PR RE T MoS, 49K i B P A BB 1)
FEPE AR MoS, 0Kk B A fE L 25 7% B ES T Hh I SR IR SR RS B T B
521712009 4F: Moses “3 it FRE T4 % B MoS, BEZ B %) HfE DNA (ssDNA ) B R HE 11 L T itk
AHAEA HRIE ] FH MoS, 40K Fr A A A% 8% F T DNA IR FIBE B L A1 2254 W 40 1o G -1
SR MoS, 44K 1 A ) A TR A3 %) 1oy VIR 52 38 Ak T A i B, 0 JEB JEL A A 0 A SR AT s B T 327 %) 1o AT
SRIE—A T BB FE 7 1),

KE T (H™ ) el A e MRS Qe ), He' V5 e A fvE R BRI R AK  2) BR EIG B A5 4
AT DR E RTEREE W AR B A B S AL G He™ A 5 A B A AR B TR TS A Mk iR
WA R 33 AT S0 sk ARG I T BB T 5 S R RS B A, FLRE R A T 7E 2 P
Tl N G HEA T AL BRI | B it 3% A I ARt 5. R T B R A GG I vk I ke o EL A R PR
RAYE R 2 2 b9 A s DAL TR B A ) 32 07 FH T Hg BRI b 55 5 M I s e () B R 4%
gt DNA ELWIESCRE T T-He™ -T S5 FE Uk i BB S5 48, O H AT B sk Bt 7 IR
I, BRI T B A T B9 DNA PSS T g™ BRI (4 BIF 5 85 A0 Ono 284457 S 3k A 548 K
FEAPRICAE & & T /Y9 DNA BREF WS , AR 0 FE 05 09 B 831 T — B turn-of ™ B 1 2 A W%
JERERAAI H™ s BT A UM R HE, Li 258 & & T A9 DNA HEEHE 1 2] & F 40 (QD) A4k 4
(AuNPs) I, I E & T ) DNA #REH 38 He™ [ TE AL T-He™ -T 4544, {75 QD 5 AuNPs [B]FE B frif,
KRR AETOCIIRBE R, W T —Fh“ tum-oft” B 95804 WAL RS KA M He? > T He FI
Zhang 55— S5 35 WA FH A 850 (GO) | BLEERR 44 0K 45 (SWNTSs ) M ik 4% K K ( CNPs ) X% ssDNA Fll
T-Hg™ -THE AWy 6 FIRE B 1 22 St DA SO BB TR KOG REME | 23 B B 57 T turn-on ™ 5K A 980 A= W 1%
AR AN Hg™ 21 A, XD Zhang 25 LA E & T BRFEEY ssDNA 18 He™ IR AIFREL , BBk A DNA XU
HER D TRME R DOUME T 0, YR 5 50 XU DNA ARG 2O0E S 25 Md T XH s
ICTEEHETR ARG I He™ i DNA A= W15 Bas 2 AR Bk 6 A WL IR AS AR RE X He™ B 474 8% 1 AS:
I, AE A AP AE— L AN SR —Fh 7k tumn-off” B0 He™ 900 A: W 1% AR K 2 75 Bk 1T 52 i pRic
ST K DNA FREHE MG B4R AR 2R 18 A AL IR R BSR4, IR B B 0 T BUAR. T 58 R 5 1%
“turn-on” ) He™ 64 WL IR B T 40 880 | PRLBE R 9 KA Sk 98 KR T 1 98 YR K RE A B,
SRR T B RS I R ARSI VE Mk BEACR A9 DNA HREF S HEAT He> KT | BRIt , 78 1 LRSI He™ (2%
PEVE AR A 58 = Fh O IR0 He™ 2 % A AR AR IC, BN T 5 (Ll T4k £ 58 (EB) (45 i
2(CV) FEF YR GeneFinder™ ) 45 XU ik A 5 Y6 YR FIT AT B9 RUBEAZ B34 T R AT Y €0, 3 B
T A 2k A R rh S BRI, L Ah  IRAK 2 58 (EB) Rl i 58 (CV) B 5k, R BUEY
S, XA BRI T 2 R e T 3 T DA BRI R R G 0 KR e R b T I S T A He™ R
1R IRARATY SR 2 SR oy FH ()38 V) 75K

C A A B, BAT 2 S50 AR S50 1o U 4 8 Ak (MoS, (WS, 94K 746 ) LA S8 ik
YRR K A B ) HLE R BUEE DNA (ssDNA ) FIXUEE DNA (dsDNA) 83 3 1 A [\) f 55 A g
1 BT AR SCR A R B R B A A T MoS, 90K B, I LABKAE R 9 A5 B &, R A
WCAH RILTNE (FAM) HE S T 1 ssDNA VERFNREGES M8 T —Flopi B He™ 286 A AR IERES 1 3L
AT He™ ARG, SEPREE S AR 25 S R | A5 Beas R A AN 3 R 5 e B4y, v
s JE SR FH R 2R
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1 SZEG¥P4) ( Experimental section)

L1 XS 57

RF-5301PC G406 EE T (B3, HAS) |, TY98- I DN A8 75 I 20 UK BE AL (77 8 3 2 A W B4 e 17y
ABR) ,JEOL1020 BUZ St i ( HASHL TR Skt ) RIS T B AR TA Y TR FRA W, HF 5
4 5'-FAM-TTCTTCTTG CCCCCCTTGTTGTT-3', — H ELHI ke ( DMF ) Fil 3-N bk it /i ( MOPS ) W T B 7
TR (i) ABRZAT], AgNO, . NaNO, ., Hg(NO,), . Ni(NO,),. Co(NO,),. Cu(NO;),, Mn(NO,), .,
Cr(NO,),. Pb(NO,), . Fe(NO,),. CA(NO,),Hl HNO,(68% ) ¥4I T & 25 4 [41. 5246 vp Fl MOPS 2% whi%s
YOO 2 P et SR MR B i PG 38 Ry e A 4l 52 30 K 187 Sy i K 6 g IR 02 o i A 340 28 v Ui v
JE KA.
1.2 MoS, 40K F iy il &

MoS, 41K F il £ 2 BESCER [ 30 ], HARGS AR AN . ARHL 0.5 ¢ MoS, 3 A /LT 100 mL DMF | HI#8
FH AR FEHLAE 300 W DI R 6 h. A5 GV I AE 3000 r-min™" B5.00 53 25 10 min, 23R KA 5
iSRG B LR, E 10000 remin ™ 7 N ELOAES 5 min, RIS EA G4 O B mE TG PER], G
IK VRS 3 K, IR TE 60 °C21F F B4 T4 12 h, fTf5 MoS, 48K A 43T B i b 4% H.
1.3 Hg™ Mo erm

FAM 6 EBRICH DNA #4110 mmol - L™ MOPS 2 iAW (pH 7.4, 50 mmol-L™" NaNO,) Hikg
% 100 nmol-L™".1 mmol-L™" Hg(NO, ), i fEM e NaCl i i1 7hm e , B pH 7.4 1) MOPS 28 Ml
i B 28 T W 2500 L. DNA #£%1 (100 nmol + L™") F1 70 pL FfE W BE 1Y He™ 78 1 mL B0 IR AT 8
TRICE T 37 °C F R 25 min SRJ5 FHANA 30 pl MoS, 40K F (0.48 mg-mL™") , % F W 5 min Ji5, K6
T B 5 G B 38 BN 480 nm , &SI K YL} 500—610 nm.

2 5 51718 (Results and discussion)

2.1 MoS, 4K R i FRAE

1 A A 1) MoS, H B S HUBE (TEM) | P 1 e Py e DX e, A7 98 PR b L 1 T LA £ 9T o)
I MoS, g FAT 4 JZIR G5 40 1 4 K E 1, o 7 8 L B/ T oS, R IE AR IET (002) , (100) i
(110) FYFFELEL
2.2 Hg™ K i 1 L3

HET MoS, 9K H TDEAE WAL RERR 3 g™ Kl 1 S ] 2 .

VIV
MoS, Nanosheet FAM-labeled mercury-specific probe

1 Uil & 110 MoS, 44K 14325 5 FiL R A i T 5 14 2 EET MoS, gk i POt A WL A

Fig.1 TEM images and ED patterns of MoS, nanosheets Kb Hg™ 60 A S 56 Jrr B

Fig.2 Schematic diagram of Hg** detection

based on MoS, nanosheets
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MR NAR R PTEBEA He™ B, MoS, 44K Fr 43 1o Y 7 4 W R AR BT 10 SR 5 7 Kb i /e 3
TR (FAM) 50, (5 BRI R AR S 2655 s 5 2R, 2 RO AR 2 b i 31 He™
Bf, He™ 55 & T LA DNA SREFREASE T T-T 58 (0 5 e S, 5 S M 10 85 & 98 i T-He™ -T 2544 M i
fifi DNA 55} R R 0 5155 DNA (ssDNA) £544 25 i iR A7 & Je 544 9 A% DNA (dsDNA) |, B T MoS,
Yk %t dsDNA AR FRHE F1455 Y | 5 He™ 2045 e S T I A SUEE 45 #4) ) DNA RET PR Rl BIR A
PRI R R HR AR R 195G, PRI, P DA I A% SR A 3R G A B2 A B S BNT Hg™ A et A

RIS AT AT X PR 3 FOR TR R AT 20, an &l 3 R . th4k a J& MOPS ZZ nhi
W HEA FAM 26 RPRCH DNA BREF ORI GE  HA b B I (H 880 2247, AW FImA
LB 24 pg-mLT Y MoS, 40K R IR, ORI T RE R 265 247 (M4 b) , X Ui MoS, 41K
A B GRS SRS AR P A 800 nmol - L™ 1 He® VWK , SN AR 2 B8 G R i R AT &
595(Hh4R ¢) , Hr T LATERH , AR SE56 75 6 He™ Rl & 471

1000

a

800

600

400

Fluorescence intensity/a.u.

200

1 1 1 1
520 540 560 580 600
Wavelength/nm

B3 100 nmol- L™ Y55 DNA FREHEAIR S5 T 15 1%
(a) 100 nmol - L™'%¢5 DNA #4f, (b) 100 nmol-L™' %5 DNA 541 +24 pg-mL ™ MoS, 44K F-,
(¢) 100 nmol - L' %5 DNA ¥4+ 24 pg-mL™" MoS, 44K H'+800 nmol - L.™' Hg?*
Fig.3 Fluorescence spectra of (a) 100 nmol-L™" fluorescence probe, (b) 100 nmol-L™" fluorescence probe and
24 pg-mL™'MoS, nanosheets, (¢) the mixture of 100 nmol-L™" fluorescence probe,

24 pg-mL™'MoS, nanosheets and 800 nmol-L.™" Hg**

2.3 RNAMRRAL

(1) MoS, 4K Fr i & i) e Ak

MoS, 49K - %F FAM G FRIC AT ssDNA FREF A RO, 2 S BN H™ A i) 5G| BRI UL, 158
FZELT MoS, 4K 7 M BE X DNA 5 DU IR )52 . 25 - A K] 4 (a) i, B MoS, 449K Fr vk
FIBE A, MoS, 48K F B2 G TR IR IG5 . 2 MoS, 0K F (VR BE R 24 g - mL ™' I, 1R 2 (2 6 B AT 4
KN LR K B S 56 T MoS, 48K A MR A 24 wg-ml ™.

(2) pH B9tk

M 4(b) F A F Y, pH (B AR R B2 AR, 2 pH ETE 5.0—7.0 Z )28 AL | 2 v 1A 2 B A X
WNAE (1~ ) /1 B pH (B A IR MG K, X0 RESE B T4 pH /T 7.0 B it Ji w g b 60 o+
1612 SEOLE He™ 45 A R 0855 5 1024 pH KT 8.0 i, 1 F He™ 7T 5 OH JE & &4, IR, AH X}
PENCAA (1o—14 ) /1o Bl pH B3 TN/ NS BR 25 Rl B IR R A3 pH EoN 7.4.

(3) kR

RV IR B T, BEAE G 3% DNA 2r T 45/ i fe e v, (2 2F 4 8 5 75 DNA K AR5 L R
B DRI, A5 BT AR U B XA 2R 56 R AR AR 4 () HRT T H Bl NaNO, FR0AE B2 1388 K, IR
TR B IAHRS DE A (T, ~1 ) /1o FEXE RGN, 24 NaNO, IR JE 9 50 mmol - L7 I, SO AR 2R 5230 1
KA E | P I, A S 56 Hh 26 43 7 R 5 V5 VR TR I M B2 R 50 mmol - 171 19 NaNO, IE R E4T He™ Y
oIl
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(4) RBE AL
R T-He™ -T W& & W HFRE i At & 52 ) He™ A pg — N S 2 R 21 R, S0 % 88 T [ v Bt
) XA 2R AR S0, 25 SR AN TE 4 (d) BRIV 25 min G R R IDEOCECR B TRE , B He” 55 & T

3 2+ te 2 3 ST .
) DNA fP%TE’J,n Al TARAL T AZER I He B, He™ 5 DNA 1% 5 H 25 min.
1000 - r b
L 0 ug-mL™' MoS 12 9
ng L 2 / \°
= 800 8 pg'-mL™' MoS, F /0 \°
g L 16 pg-mL~! MoS, 1.0 F @ \
7 . -1 L )
£ 600 24 ng-mL™" MoS, o / \
k= 32 pg'-mL"! MoS, = 08+ /° o
3 = b4 \
= 7 -
8 400 = 9
3 = 06 N
2 L o 9
2 N
=200 °
04
0 0.2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 L Il L Il |
520 540 560 580 600 ’ 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Wavelength/nm pH
12k ¢© ! °
: 9 12 - 2
11k o \o - o
- 10 /
1o i o
=3 | ° =4
= =
= 09k 9 = 08F
£ / \ T | °/
S =
= 08 =)
i ° 06 F /
° T~ °
07F ° -
B 04
0.6 i
0.5—1'1""""'02"""""""
0 30 60 90 120 150 ' 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
t/min

NaNO; concentration/(mmol-L™")

4 MoS, 49K ik (a) .pH {H (b) Fh¥K

VREE (o) RISV H] () X 52 I 1R 2R 5 I AR AR R 5

Fig.4 Effect of the concentration of MoS,, pH value, reaction time, and the concentration of NaNO, on the

change of fluorescence intensity of the reaction system

2.4 Hg™ &EE

K 5(a) R TER AL RN AA R T B He™ ¥ BE A3, S BLAR ZR7E 520 nm Ak 9 92 DI 588 B2 34 )

.
700 - 4
600
500
400
300

200

Fluorescence intensity/a.u.

100

900 nmol-L™! Hg?*

=t
£
10 nmol-L™! Hg** 2 0‘8_ $
L 06
0.4
0.2 5
T
1 ! 1 I 1 0 I ) 1 | ! | ! 1 1 | ! ]
520 540 560 580 600 0 200 400 600 800 1000

Wavelength/nm

Hg?* concentration/(nmol-L 1)

5 KRRIMREERY He™ BRI
(a) DEIEEHEE Fluorescence spectra; (b) Hg? il i9AR M £8 Standard curve of Hg®* detection
Fig.5 Detection of Hg”"
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B 5 (b) BARAEM 2 SR SO A SR BRI XTI CAE (1, —1, ) /15 He™ W E S IF H, He™ W 7 10—
900 nmol - L™ yE I N H A RAFINERE R, LR y = 0.00152x-0.03887 (R* = 0.997), LA 30/k
(Hrp o = 0.0814,k = 0.0388) A MKMFR A 6.3 nmol - L7, L L% T WHO B B9 IR K b e 55
He™ BRAEH S 30 nmol - L™ %7 DL X S 45 JLUEHA | AR S50 Fir 48 Hh (9 TE %6 15 He™ HLAT i ) R A
JE R LA ) 2Pk, BT J2 BRI R R T Y R W 573 A1, W AR SCHE ST Y Hg™ 2l A% i 5 Ukt i H:
P NAL AR AT T LU, N3k 1 s  tH 3R 1 T 25 R 43 O 4GE i A 5O AL A A L, A8 Sc gt
S He™ 95 BAS L EA BAR ARSI R, SCELA 3¢ 5 (i 2 MY L i L FH A i RS B A e 7
P, ik T

F1 SOBKI He> MR 5 0t e

Table 1 Comparison of different methods for the detection of Hg”*

I Rt AMEEH iRl 27 30k
Sensing material Linear range LOD/(nmol - L") Reference
QDs, Au NPs 2—40 nmol - L™ 2 [20]
GO 30—180 nmol- L™ 30 [21]
SWNTs 20—150 nmol- L™ 15 [22]
SWNTs 0.5—10 wmol-L™! 14.5 [23]
SWNTs 200 nmol - L."'—3.00 pmol - L! 139 [24]
CNPs 0.5—10 wmol-L™! 30 [25]
cv 2—40 nmol - L' 0.7 [26]
GeneFinder™ 0—40 nmol - L™" 16.1 [27]
MoS, NSs 10—900 nmol - L™ 6.3 This work
E: GeneFinder™ , {E#5 AR YKL
2.5 TS

R T MRAIET MoS, 40K R 2 A UL R X He™ IRy S | B BE HAt — 28 55 PR BT AH DG I 4 8
FAEATIRE T, B4 TIZRNAA R P THERE 1. 45 R & 6 IR, A AR P4 8 B 7 5 He™
SEAFIN HAth B 708 SN FR 5 ' JBE R il LS/ T AT Hg™ sl AT ™ A LA B 7O A8 1. Rt
BTN R R INHAAR o i e R

1.2
1.0
0.8

0.6

(le—Iro)/Iro

0.4

0.2

—02 LAg" N#* Co** Cu®* Fe** Cd** Mn?* Pb?* Ba** Cr®* Blank Hg?

B 6 HiTHtae)inyHLe
(& Hg®* 1#kEZ 9 800 nmol - 17", HiAl 4 )@ B T E 4 h 2.4 wmol - L71)

Fig.6 Selectivity test ( Concentration of Hg”* was 800 nmol-L™" and the concentration of other metal ions was 2.4 wmol-L™")

2.6 SEBRAEAL T He™ & B

3B SRR T2 R 22N T B TR K DR 22 T R T Al B Tl K 1T 0.45 mm £L42
LT Ak R IR KRR HEAT 2 DB AT 378 W1 V8 5 R WA, #5250 7 TR A X B KR vf Hg? AT 1IN, JFR b e
AT o S A< AT I 5 A5 SR A0 2 I, 3R 2 T BN Hg™ B9 IR AE 95.7%—103.3%
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2 ) KA SRSB4 BT R LS LA RE A IR ) He (05015 1CP-MS S HLAM T 0
WEL A KB A 15 TCP-MS J37 P S0 1 — B, 58 9 4 8 7 T L 5
BRI He? BRI,

R 2 BREES T Hg™ A E

Table 2 Detection of Hg”* ion in water samples

. BN JinA S % AR ifE ICP-MS £l {
n Detected/ Added/ Found/ ) 2% RSD Found of ICP-MS/
Samples 4 . . Recovery/ % .
(nmol-L7") (nmol-L7") (nmol-L7™") (n=3,%) (nmol-L7")
EE S9! ND 35.0 33.5 95.7 1.6 35.5
A kK 2 ND 250.0 255.1 103.2 0.6 251.3
HAK 1 ND 450.0 459.8 102.1 0.9 453.9
K 2 ND 650.0 645.9 99.4 1.9 650.5
TalkEK 1 12.1 30.0 41.6 98.8 2.3 42.5
bR 2 20.8 200.0 228.2 103.3 1.8 223.4

HH: ND KA. Not detected.

3 4518 ( Conclusion)

AR SR FH 75 5 B IR S B 1 45 T MoS, 40K Hr, IE I MoS, 40K A4t S 5 e 1 K g 1 LMZE
X T ELEE DNA FDBUEE DNA W B RE 0 0 22 5, @7 T —Fp il o RAECHAS I He™ 128 N6 W15 IR
10—900 nmol - L™ JE I P , 5 G5 55 R B F U A7 AP RO LR MG &, ARG T PR 2 6.3 nmol - L™ 127712%
SEEE TR R K Y Hg™ B 1) A A, A SR A K TR 56 P A5 B T IR I TAE B Mos,
40K Fr B4 R B T BREE W I AT, 33 6 T ML AT SRR AR B 9T B R
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