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Atmospheric oxidation of low velatility organic compounds and
the formation mechanism. of corresponding secondary organic aerosol
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Abstract: Secondary. organic aerosols ( SOA) contribute significantly to fine aerosol particles in
atmosphere. Therefore, accurate evaluation of their sources and formation is pivotal to fully
understand their impacts on the environment, climate and human health. With the progress of the
research, it has been found that the oxidation of primary low-volatility organic compounds
(LVOCs ), which was assumed originally to non-reactive, is an important contributor to the
formation of SOA and is turning into a research focus. In this review, we outline the latest
development on the oxidation of LVOCs and the corresponding formation of SOA, which consists of

(1) the main oxidation mechanism, (2) the latest experimental processes, (3) the typical field
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measurements, and (4) the model studies. Due to the difficulties of their gas chromatograph
detection, complexity of reactions, variability of atmosphere environment, uncertainty of modelling
and so on, the major challenges ahead in laboratory, field and modeling studies of LVOCs oxidation
are discussed. The discussion is believed to be helpful for future research directions, as well as for
control strategy of pollution in China.

Keywords : low-volatility organic compounds, secondary organic aerosol, oxidation mechanism,

simulating experiments, field observation, modeling.

KA A Sy R B A FORE TS G, AN Wi A 4 R DX e 28 1 R URE DL RE A A 2 it
BN B R X K g g R A A R 2 P A SRR R IR, AL IE IR ( organic
aerosol, OA) X (545 %5 FZ MY ML (20%—90% ) " . T I HE B Pl KA A B IR , 2 4 IR
JREFA A P 5 At R 2K 1 G B P 7

HRAEARIEA ) A WL L o3 R Hi 2 —J& ALl 4 B UM AR ) R o8 25 BT B <P <
VIR T, R MR AT HLHE L (primary organic aerosol, POA) " FEAEGEAY K AT POA — LB IA
S EA A2 b PR AR R MR R T R AT B R HLAY (volatileorganic compounds,
VOCs) 2 RS EAL VT A HUSTE S, B A WL K (secondary organic aerosol, SOA) ™k
WAFFER U] ZELBREE N SOA J& OA 19 F 2R (#ik 80%) 1@ S

SR, AT R Se0 & SHILRE LA K AR W S SR 08 HE TS0y O AH S IESE R B, A2 58 VOCs (IR &2 W)
55) BT L SOA (=AY (5 SOA Bk Ay — /IR 4311214 L 3 F 9006 = B0 S U Sk b 22 i« A
B AR RIS 2 5 5 S BRI 25 SR AR 22, a0 VARG S T R A Y OA B I R TR BB
FEHTAEGE VOCs FITBEF=2E 1 SOA !> Kk, Foph & i~ J& SOA M7= A= R, R R B I IE L BT
T A BIL AR 2 PP DA B0 B T 1 174 P

WFIE R BAE S BR RS B T AT BRI BE R T 106 pg-m ™ IOHE R PR HLY , 16 A Kk it
M /NT 10° pg - m™” BB WL, EA1GEM N IR E K& A HLY) (low-volatility organic compounds,
LVOCs) . H AR AR FE7E 10°—10° pgsm ™ Z0E)V A 38 & FR R o 5545 & M HLY) (intermediate volatility
organic compounds, IVOCs) , EEALHE /NP2 35542 (polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, PAHs) It 45
KEEREERSE AR LAY AL AR BEAE 0.1—10° g m™ Z [] (438 5 FR Ry P45k
A HLY) (semivolatile organic compounds, SVOCs) , EEALFE K5 F 25 MK b 12 5%, IR I 53
FAFRA R EATRERE LA SAIB AR, o] LA LLBUKL AR E 1L 52 38 L BRI ZCA LA IS (POA) e
J& TR R A LS

VOCs PR SN — BB E R AP ARG AT, LVOCs 7E RS H A U4 SOy M 38 Ak
SRR B AR K — B i) 25027 2] AAITHY 2 7. Robinson 55 AOMF5Y 1 WRIIESE T KA AY LVOCs &2 —1
AR AR B POA L HERRG B B RS, WAFTEZE R B il — 2B R e W, X Sk R F
POA [WZE R 53  AER S I E RN 2 T8 SOA 1748, I FLILXT SOA 1y STk K F Bk i
BRI BIESE VOCs XF SOA [ TTRR. X LEpF 58 A5 A 1 26 T RS OA NI EAR K 22 5. 0
11, Robinson % 42 7B OA PPAR IR R thab 5% 18 . 1) POA 76 RSP YRR 4352 ) LVOCs RS
AL SR X SOA 1 TTHR. B4 Huffman 55 (4 4H 5€ S 7 0F 58t ik — 259IE 5 Robinson %5 9 M 4" iy
I, LVOCs 1Y RAEEASN H 45 52 BIRHA AT OCH: , R i SE 50 2= 0H 58 Ah o DL e B s At 5
BZEIF R > EAREAT (B FER AN & LIERR P A S rh OA SR 1T LVOCs 2 K OA A ZR A
C &SRS,

B T IANIRE] SOA X EREE A5 A S (g 5 1Y T S5 mel 2800, [l 1 19 Ak 22 9F 9 T BA XS SOA. 19T L
il A 25 A3 AT T e 1 R i F S, SR T 3 BE A 5 R T VOCs AL S BB J Y SOA , ik i 1
LVOCs (1) SOA J& BUAIL I A BIFFE TN X 5 /> 234 ORI 25 v ] 28 % 14 R R e, 30T 47 R ML 3l 4 1) 4
S AVRE RN, BILEh A HE RS R 43 DR T A0S Y F R IR, XM AR SAl H 2 Y A
UESE T AE P EHT AT ER THEGER VOCs , 16 &4 R R YR I8 T HL 3 4 HR I B W ik 408 LA S £
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) EHE 2 3R 55 1R 5 LVOCs™ | i r i A9 4N7 I 75 3 1 20% 1) SOA AT fEA I T X £ LVOCs fY
RAGEACS R X2 LVOCs 76K B AT B RS MU A 45Tk, e T8 il
TS ML LKA R (1) P58 5 S ROV S T4, 75 i — 2 T R B AE.

AL RGHA T E NI TARIE L EA DI R EATE B SOA 1) 32 2k Jé KTl iy #k ik
hy ] YA S TSR A AT 2 145 201 18 T 8 A B — R A LA RS 15 G ) o s Dk IR B A 2

1 REZEENWESEHNG

LVOCs 7 RS A EAL B 2SI T VOCs 78RS 9 B B B3R B AT T4 s v AL+ 2
Z AHJRIX LI W Y ) E R -OH L0, NO,FIT C1 25 JL2E AL e 58 1

SRIMAEAER R b, — Ak LVOCs 5 -OH [ B &9 S b7 7 32 52 b o7 D s 17 3 36 5 00R, LVOCs
5 «OHH HhEE M RN HPRFE(K oy—10" em™ molecule '+ s™") | LIS O, ) W 8% NO, (1 521 385 5 5L
(K03—10_l9cm3- molecule s™", KN03—10_13cm3- molecule s™") R R g ) AR ENTE Cl
JEF ) RO SRR Ky 5 Ko M2 BN ARERAKCE R CLREFARST R IZINE -OHH ik
JE LIS CE A SR X 43R LVOCs BT Rt JLF 0T DL Z w4 i DA S R i i A0 B8 S &, W9
LVOCs [4r FHTRIAR TR, -OHYS LVOCs 19 5 BE AT DL 25 SR g, W a] DO IR R N 5 4% 1 0, 1%
NO, U LA & A AN RIS (11 C =C) B LVOCs % A= IR s 7 547 75 b i JE 1 bk s X T 72 (4 kA1
B B 28 W UE 52 T bR WA, A AT B B 5E & B TR T SVOCs 8 IVOGs 1 SOA 25 T VOCs 1Y
3.4 5 I HIET - OHR 4 19 SOA KL 0,8 NO, N =21 SOA fy 4 /%5144,

LVOCs £ K BLT BT A i A ALt B o SR T8 it 48, A B 2L (RO, ) 10 LIZ 3R 5748 PAHS
() - OH H R4 N, PAH 20 7285 - OHAY 2 Sl F AR K2 B T8 ke 3k 1 i 25 (R

+OH+R —R" +H,0 (1)
-OH+R CH=CH, ——HO(R") CHCH, (2)
b5 ESASIPER T R HGEHTE ) RO, «

R +0, —>ROO’ (3)
HO(R') CHEH,+0, —HO(R") CHCH,00' (4)

14 H B3 RO, BTS2 N5 NOx FOME B DA SC8 F A R A LA F S s il i+
RO,+HO, —ROOH+O0, (5)
RO,+NO —RO+NO, (6)
RO,+NO —RONO, (7)
RO,+NO, —ROONO, (8)

TEAK NO, H9F5HLR RO, A HIEEA HO, H H A0 (2 5) i %, A ik B A UL & Y SR LR 5
RIE LAY, AFT SOA A=A M 7E NO fETEM 24T, RO, H A 3E5 NO S 24 il doe 80 F H 3%
(RO) BLAHLAEAREL (RONO, ) . 1SR RONO, # A MEEUR (HAE S NO [, X (7) SO il 43 3 e A
25% "2 (6) BV 33 4332 H ok 75% , R — BN A i NO AT SOA =+ RO, A
H 5 NO, W2 A it S A HLAS R £ ( ROONO, ) , ROONO, A% B ({44 %2 M 3%, 7T RE & SOA Ay & B 4]
4% fA B ROONO, B RS FH Ay I MR B, IR AR R AYZ5 AR X SOA A5 ARl A ik ™.

TEWA NO, T77E 548 F RO, 82 & A [ S FIAE SR

RO,+R’CH,0, —RO+R’'CH,0+0, (9)
RO,+R'CH,0, ——ROH+R’CHO+0, (10)
RO,+RO, ——ROOR+O0, (11)

Hop 2R0(9) R E I T 6 KNI ;20 10 K203 2 7= A4 3t (—C =0) b &%, I it ]
AeA B TR A (1) BB A: A AL L) ROOR HA MRAR A #4 & R (H 56 1% 5 0 38
TE AR B 2 T 24 2, BTS2 bR KA RO, MR BE AR AR, 33k 26 [ s 0 138 S A
SEBRIEFE PO SOA B I T ZVE IR A Rt — 25 0.
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M2 RO, B A3 SOA OTE GE F 2 2ot 2228 1) 8 A S 0. — BT 5, 388 0B BE F 6 B2 1
S FEARRTIR Y (A5 RN A FTF SOA MUF=A: | Mike B Ak SN i 48 (UnBR-Bik S Ao T 4 48 ) 15 S PR P
PR = I FE ), AN FF SOA 7= A,

2 REAMENYRSENREZE EEURR

et 25 03 = AR ), AT 92 56 2 A0 S A% (0 25 46 B0 3l ) i A5 ), %) LVOCGs 1R
ALV T 2250 5256 2 5T

€ P D7 T, 3222 FH 2% A ] 1) 0 1% AR X B I S B R 7 W) FORL 4 7 ) ( SOA UKL ) 47
PRI S5 AL L5 BT, 5 ARRGEAH G LVOCs 19K SR AL A Wang 452 RACH IR EAL 2
HH, 5 5 3i% ( atmospheric pressure ionization mass spectrometry, API-MS) X} -OHJ5 shZ%  1-H JEZ5H0 2-H 3%
ZRAF AR A Y SR P ) HEA T T JSAAL A, 3 A FH BT AR B RS 5 AORE (35 - T35 ( GC-MS) 47 T
BRI R I, TFIR R SEAG & W S 5 B RN 7, T4 AR R R I A5 7 SR S R
Chen %5 FH i 0 HE R AT B) S e B34 ( high-resolution time-of-flight aerosol mass spectrometer, HR-
ToF-AMS) XJ %% | 1-HIEZERN 2-HILZRTEA ] NO, Z5F FIE IR SOA #4714k o3 Bir , B 58 & IR
THREYEE IR — MR BT (m/z=104,C,H,07) W] LIE % M IRERHY PAHs S ALTE i
SOA 1 HR-ToF-AMS Z3#r i AUARICY) (marker) | [R] U IER] 1 XS4 S W 28 5 1 2220 AR SO (4T
PRI 3 48 ) PR 2 S 17 3 ) $e 200 B 22 R R PN it A Kautzman 55 1 FH 220 53 7 15 43 51
X ZOCEABY AR ) R T AH P W AT 1 O3 AT, R 50 R AR & NO, 481 F2 B0 7 ) R T 314G
), MAEAR NO, 2500, IR B 74 g 27, (6] I e B HLIRR AN 846 4 ol SOA 1Y) Hi 20 L
431 Riva SEXHE LG5 -OH CL AT O, AL SV IF T RINEABIT , M 1R R 5% - 17
it [R]JBT 3 X SR ) AT T 430, Tl s AR A0 e AT HsF [ Jo 35 o = e Ok ) A 2 4 iR AT T R 2K
GIRT T AT AT S BN 5 AN RN LA 0 T A 0 R o S R A 5 TR AR 5 R LR Y
BRA) | B 052 I R B S5 oy AH 5 4

SE AFSE TAE FEA P IT I, — R A E B R AT UM B8 1A 0I5, WA OGSO i) B i
AR B RV IEIE . A B2 80 U BRI AL 51 A i AL LVOCs RAE AL, AN
(I FE A A TE R T B Bl 1 258 2 " O A SE R SR 25 FAUESE T PAHs &5 - OH A1 319 S0 8 3R 5 4K
K217 107" em™ molecule ™ s™' ) LE H5 O, [ W 5% NO, ) SO0 T R B 80w (2 1)  AINTAHIESS T
TESEBRR I L LVOCs S - OH F £ SN o5 32 S i f.

R R PHAEURIE LB YY) S5HISE B b5 5N 1 H R 5 5
Table 1 Reaction rate constants of LVOCs with different oxidants
5 -OHR Nz H A 9 NOSUBHARHEL 5 O BEREE 5 C1 j e e

ey

Compound kon(x10")/ kxo,/ k03(><1019)/ ko (x10'0)/
(em™molecule™"s™") (em>molecule™s™)  (em*molecule +s7')  ( em* molecule™+s™")

iph[halene 22..1379[[5379]] 3.65 (8] * 2.0[39] 0.042[41]
4.0987]

1-F 328 1-Methylnaphthalene 530 (] 7.15 (581 = 1.3 3]
48607 .

2-F 325 2-Methylnaphthalene 5 y309] 10.20581 = 419

1-Z.3£%% 1-Ethylnaphthalene 3.64057] 9.82[58] *

2-2,3£Z% 2-Fthylnaphthalene 402057 7.99 (58] =

1,2-Z %28 1,2-Dimethylnaphthalene 5.960%7] 64.0 (58]~

1,3-HIREZE 1,3-Dimethylnaphthalene 7.49157 21.30581 *

1,4-Z %28 1,4-Dimethylnaphthalene 579071 13.0 [581 =

1,5-ZH %% 1,5-Dimethylnaphthalene 6.011%" 14,1081

1,6- " 3£Z% 1,6-Dimethylnaphthalene 6.341%7] 16.5081 =

1,7 W 3£ZE 1, 7-Dimethylnaphthalene 6.791%71 13.508] =
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2R
wan 5 .oﬁﬁnjizl;?ﬁﬁ 5 NO, R H#EER 5 OﬁJﬁﬁjﬁﬁ%& 5 Ql fjﬁj@]ﬁ‘aﬁ’ﬁ
Compound k.on(x107)/ kxo,” ko, (x10%)/ kg (x101)/
(em*molecule™ ™) (emdmolecule™s™')  (em®molecule™+s™!)  (em*molecule™s™")
1,8-—-HI3E%5 1,8-Dimethylnaphthalene 6.27057) 2120581 *
6.1557]
2,3- " F1 325 2 3-Dimethylnaphthalene 768 (] 15.2058) = 4031
2,6-"H %25 2, 6-Dimethylnaphthalene 6.6507] 21.2 [+
2,7-"H3EZ% 2 7-Dimethylnaphthalene 6.87157) 21.0 (381
JE 542 Acenaphthene 10.3 = 1.30%] (4.6 + 2.6)x10"3[®] <5.0%] 3.01 41
9.89 + 0.51 [%°] (4.160.70) x103 1] ** 1.79 + 0.101%!
8.0 £0.4 [%)
T2 Acenaphthylene 10.9+0.706° (442+0.32) x1072[®]  (3.99+0.15) x103[6) 4.69 (41
11.0 + 1.1 (5.4+0.8) x107'123 550003

o X LAY R 4 ko, TR R HF Rk, , LTS NO, B A9 PR AL, 0078 em® molecule™ s A2 ém?s molecule ™' 7"
o X LAY BURIUT NO, BV SE IR hyo, = (4.16 £0.70) x1077+ (3.45£1.73) x107#7[NO, .
-1

therefore it is a function of the concentrationsof NO, with the unit of em® molecule s

Note: * Where ky_ is the observed rate constant & _,
NO, s

instead of cm™molecule™+s7!.
# % Where rate coefficient is dependent on the concentration of NO, and the full expression in this work is kN03 = (4.16 £0.70) x107+

(3.45+1.73) x1077[NO, ].

FE B ) — 5 TAE FLCHEEAF AL T, AR LVOCs B R EA L L SOA (1) & F
RO SOA [ 7R AR T R AT RAT R T HE R AT (VOCs 3K LVOCs ) 6K
SEAR A A RS IR RE 7, WAl 22 i i o7

AM, ” oK,
Y:m:M";H[{mMO (12)
Hir Y (yield) AAEER =3, AROG B W TEHERT KW (reactive organic gas, ROG, Bl VOCs 5% LVOCs
S5 B BN AIH AR (g -m ™), AM R SN THFE T 1R B2 S AROG B HITAA ) i 7= A= ) — A L I 1
Frim B (ng-m™) K, FRARAARLEH 53 § FE SRR Z ] A BC o3 BB, o 2 58 0 AR 2 i R AR

FEAR Y T B S S AN [ LA K 2 56 2 AU B 0L o ( N 25 4 ) A7 76 25 57, AN [R] ) S 36 28 I 4R
FRIAE G SOA 7 R ZIA A2 0  EJE S AR I I — 30 AN 2 s (60 F 45 F SR AR 2R DL
TEOLT (AN EEELERE ), SOA 17 A B FiT 1A 0tk Jot A~ B 0 B4 I T 3 fin s &h , % T - OHUS 3l 19 4804k
B, — M H SOA B~ Rl NO, W B2 1Y T 55 0 B ARG, 0 B R 7™ 0 |9 2 M F 9 45 SR 36 30t 3 0 |y —
k.

R 2RI LIEA DR AN B A BRI A7 3R

Table 2 Yields of secondary organic aerosol formation from oxidation of typical LVOCs

&Y T 2% ST 5 &Y S A SR R
Compound Condition SOA yield Compound Condition SOA yield
N0 0.19—0.30% 7 NOx 0.26—0.45'%]
A 0.28161) 0.15"6")
0.08—0.16'¢) 0.04—0.13 162
0.03—0.60 18] 2-FHEZE 0.34—0.55""
= [25] 2-Methylnaphthal {& NO_+H,0 0.58 (%]
0.73 -Methylnaphthalene 3 x TH Uy .
Naphthalene {i% NO,+H,0, yinap
1.15 148 0.64°")
033 [4] 48]
ffE NO, 0.04—0.33 1.26
0.18—0.36'°") H,0, 0.81—0.874%
HZOZ

0.58—0.96 [45! = NO, 0.06—0.49 (4!
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loczs ] SR AAE IR 2 ey SIS A QG TS
Compound Condition SOA yield Compound Condition SOA yield
1-HREZE - IEZ8 ke -
= NO — [25] ~ = N0) [64]
1-Methylnaphthalene M 0.19-0.39 n-Decane " 0.015
0.20061] = # NO, 0.09 [
n-Dodecane ’
7-IE+ =k -
. [e2] = NO [63]
0.03 0.22 7-Methyltridecane " 0.08
0.21—1.52 [ I 1 = NO 0.35 04
n-Pentadecane
,fEE NOx+H202 0.68 [25] IE+tJ:;E % NO 0.44 [64]
n-Heptadecane
. .
fi& NO, 0.14—0.72 1] HHIAC L & NO 0.05163)
Pentylcyclohexane
HEdi o 2-M R —he 2
0 NO [63] = NO [63]
Cyclooctane M 0-11 2-Methylundecane ™ yo>
TR A F=n [27] 9%
s ek 7 NOx 0.46 e 2 NO, 0.256
Acenaphthene fik NO, 0.61[27] Cyclodecane
JE M i NOx 0.551"!
Acenaphthylene fi& NO, 0.68%"!

3 SMHMMEF

AN — 7 TR 2T LVOCs B W5 AT AR B RSB 55— i A2 T LVOCs 7F LKA
EF‘ /fﬂjc}i@;ﬁ SOA E/‘J'J:_‘fﬁk[ 12,15,17,42-43 ,74-76 ] .

Paciga 2% B9 B RIA 00T T BN A Mas A5 i i ™ e & B0, 130 B A AL
VSIERT LA A IR A WU IS (HOA ) AR TR A IL S I ( BBOA) AR A AL S (COA) (T
AP AL (O0A) AL SE. T i BB 425 H0A 35%—40% 1) HOA 5T LVOCs;
W H 4221 00A 17 45% 1) SVOCs, COA FEHIE AN OA S B £ 1) SVOCs(60%) ; 1l BBOA 175
A 50%0) SVOCs' . Louvaris % 2013 4 7425 A L i (1 LI 25 St R W1, JCi8 J& HOA , 8 J& BBOA |
COA \OOA 45 % 1A HLEH 1y 4 o I F B )i 43, 19 an At ] % BT 19 609%—75% 1) COA AL &
LVOCs, Hii SVOCs 15.20%—30% i IVOCs i 10% 7 i 76 v AR Sk SN 00 it 45 SR 6 0, JTHL
SZEHER R LVOCsCUN PAH 55 A2 R AHE O 22 A 43, AT X SOA 1) B3 ik v i 42 8 ik 2 17 (14 9F
g7,

Robinson & [F4E EVKAAIE T POA 7E RS H R AL SN & SOA 19 55 — B ZR IR, Bl b A T4 1F
FERWILE S 2R, LVOCs BT REXT AR TR SOA B BTHk 5 15 85% , i A& B iTA N B9 25% ) bl #E L
Ferva 1L i X 1Y R 9 b9 B 1 AW b ) SVOCs B IVOCs W2 A #i X SOA Y
BORIE R B2 - OHJA I SVOCs 5 IVOCs KA, HXTHZ M XY SOA (i BT#kiE KT VOCs 1)
TR TR RE  FE SN TR Y CalNex ( California research at the nexus of air quality and climate change)
G A5 32 TVOCs 5% SVOCs X SOA 7= A= A5 — & [ 5Tk 7™

4 REREENMHEIEXFAR

TER I 58 AU, 455 Y BIF 5 — LS 322 2 S92 36 0 5 0 o0 37 WL ) AL 5 Bt F 5 1 0 e, R R T
SVOCs M1 IVOCs A7 A B4 HL TR AR R RV TR I PP A P (A FE B2k 72 32 BTG 3, R e
Z BRI SEAE SVOCs FI IVOCs B R AR S 07 b T B4 A0 = AN A BIAS [R] RS B s BR ST IR T
SVOCs H1 IVOCs FA AL O A I TR 00X B — S i L0005 54 80 S92 56 2 08 5 A AL 400 5
SR SR FE Y B AL AL s S R M DX AT BT A T SR T XSRS Y i PMCAMIx
( comprehensive air quality model with extensions for particulate matter) "S55 FI CHIMER "% 4 , jiij % T 42
BRAEFE IR T SVOCs I IVOCs B4 HLIR LA TAl IR A BR P AL 22 AL S AL, 41 GEOS-Chem ™ 452,
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T JG I 2 DX IR B A 2 A BREAR TR | — T LA 8 OB Ay it

AN AL G0 ) S Y | etk i & RS A (2 38 A (IR 1 B ) M7 e — it ARG 4
(1) G B AL AU R A HER Y VOCs ISR, T 78 Bk ) £ =Bl vpy | BB HE Y SVOCs Al
IVOCs [ 2 KSR AL R g a8 A 2 4 R o ) o T B3 T — R IR R R B LY
(P-SVOCs*) , EAITAME— A MU B 5 (P-SVOCs”) | [A] e AT A0 B 3R 2 K< P Y VOCs
FIVOCs —FF, B & 78 KA & 4B 5 280 S Ak 0, A2 il B A AR & PR R R YA LY
(S-SVOCs*) , R KA P I B 55 — B EOR R T 1M 5 2, e e 78 B0k 0 6 =R 780 v o 5 2 1k
POA fREAESE AEHE R POA. 5 B 3EHEUAY VOCs AL =25 Bl , X 28 SVOCs Fil IVOCs A Ak ™
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