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Cheminformatics in untargeted screening of liquid chromatography
coupled to mass spectrometry data
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(1. State Key Laboratory of Pollution Control and Resource Reuse, School of the Environment, Nanjing University, Nanjing,

210023, China; 2. Quanzhou Institute for Environmental Protection Industry, Nanjing University, Quanzhou, 362008, China)

Abstract The development of the chemical industry has resulted in the exposure of a huge number
of unknown compounds in environment matrices. Identifying the chemicals is the key of assessing
environmental risks of them and further attenuating them in environmental matrices. Liquid
chromatography coupled to mass spectrometry (LC/MS) is a common technique of identifying
compounds. However, the data collected by LC/MS is generally complex, which requires appropriate
data analysis to reveal the information unrevealed in environmental samples. The development of
analytical chemistry in untargeted screening of high-resolution mass spectrometry provides the
possibility for compound structure identification. In this paper, we reviewed the application of
analytical chemistry in untargeted screening, focused on the algorithm, software, compound database,
spectrometry database and other aspects of the workflow such as process of peak extraction, de-
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redundancy, prioritization, annotation and structure determination. In addition, the parameter
optimization and data processing consistency of algorithms and software tools are discussed. This
review provides a better support of untargeted processing of high-resolution mass spectrometry data.

Keywords High-resolution mass spectrometry data, cheminformatics, untargeted screening,

algorithm.

A2 Tl Y e R AT 2 NATT A= 135 ot R (5 0] 1) (], s J 1 PR A o rh K i k2 i sk B 1. R 42
1, M4k 2% SCH (Chemical Abstract Service, CAS) £ 22 s AL 24 i B A 21 1.25 [CFh 2. B Z27E 3R
Bi b AL AN 45 A AN R G UEUR, 0 2338 o A PR AR 1 AR HE I 3 A A E. 40 Stehle 1
Schulz P 45 i, 2% HURI A 2 (0 3k K 2R JC A A 3l W0 450 D 30%. il i B Wy i o 4, BB A PR
AR RS o5 TR T 3t i B 285 2 75 T8 500 P T 0. AT, A ) B 358 40 o v e 2 it ) 5 0 R AERHL X AR 2 R
WA EPN S O S i

PN BR 85E A T Ak 2 o 0 H AT W DAY A B, VAR 6 3 A B T 40 B B0 (liquid
chromatography coupled to mass spectrometry, LC/MS)) & HLAL27 d K I -5 1850 i) B i FH R B2 i+
WG B Ry S 20, PR 1) B B s Al Oy 52 i, o LR AT A A8 ) i BT e Y SR . A A e
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Fig.1 The workflow of untargeted screening of mass spectrometric data
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1 WL (Process of peak extraction)

TE LC/MS JF UG EE th o —4E(5 5 M Bt . rhoC i B R D4 B0, e 2 BIUE: LC/MS 54l Ak
PR — 20, W5 2 i B0 Ak 35T 4 SR A 22 DG E SR s ). PR BURVE 2 Iy T DR AR R s L i IH
BV, SRR centWave 5551 B ADAP FE 0 1y & R, ix Ll 4 UR 1k C 7 AN [R) I 1 g 4 3
I 540 A B AR A

Je 8 e R AR 3 VA R A 9 2SN, AR X P A R myz 43 Y R N TS BN R AT St s R
(Extracted ion chromatogram, XIC). H =B BEAE F (1) 78 G B0HE 2 F 4R B fa ik 0 (2) 8 T35 04 1 5
JEE AR DB A B /N R 3 0 s (3) KA ) 3 A Y Y 1 e i e Ok . I AP IR I A TR Z A 72T, Ry
TS i R D' 5 e AL g i R 10 355 6, 7 38 U 1650 {1 o 5 M i 1 A e 3 B 22 il e R R 0 9 i L
Ry RAE AT RO AL 3. F J5 , XoF B JBCP) Ve 7 €00 33 48 32 R B35 (/) 48 3 T i 32 A/ N T W 5 iR A7 0 08
T 7 A DA TR 5 € 5 W U0, g S e DA 1 R 3t I 68 {1 e ) 1 1 T mzMeine2 B v ik PR R AR v Al
BN A AR mzMine 2 304 A I 4R BT R v [16] Jr 0 5 A R 3 U o {3k 1A B P, o R B i
LT DIAR PR AT e R IR A SR (R, BREEAE AL B BT 2%, HAnfb & Wiy (g T g bl T2 i T
PE, IEABEIR BN SE Y IETE , 33K (175 Jm) A S 1 (R WA AR 2 (R A o L A DRHE. [R) A, 3 U I 2 v LA
FEAL A WG AR BH P 1 14 R (A FE A HE . centWave BIE BT ff g 1 LR PR [R)8L, X PRBERE & BT
R A 2 S BN L A 28 3 A v, AR BH M 04 1 S 0 S8R A T i 1.

Gy FEE SRR G 4 FE BTG 0 43 PR AR, TR T A AR A 53 Y BT B (A0 0.1 m/z) AT 4048, TE
BA N, BUE S 5m myz (58 B % 0 F 5 BEAE, SR 5 KA AT [R] 23124346 10 5 32 AH 3%
RS $ B €0 1w, A, AR EBCAY (0 1 0 R A T R AU e ST DT T i i, AT AR AT, i — 20 0, R
17 W b ik i vy 7y R MR 5 e sk 30 DAl /B BE PR 235 2R s i R s A SR 4l SR R I, B HE 10 2 A B i
(3t DR A 23 R R TR SR W) T RAE S P 1A RRUA (19 XCMS rh gl i 1T 1 i 550325, Smith 2501 %6
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[ XCMS v, 7348 125 (R 0 38 RO VA L Bliin AT AR ) 508 b B v U7, B 9K 0 12 e X o i A
PSP R AT, SR A 1 3 A6 (E AT BEME LAARAS . QSR A a1 /0N, sl el 7 AN [A] A Z A7, 3X
S P EUE A TR A RIS A3 B G . R AR AR R, BN AE Y AT REAELE AN R Y A 14 S
I, X 2 i 50 B /DN €0 T I A M e i 1O,
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5, AT RASE R i B T 1 DX A Ay L AR R b, SR 3% /N AR AL A T e DT RN g 3X
ook 98 5 2P G A A T TT LA A T ot S A A i 5 2 HORH DE I A e, 745 28 AT {35 B O vy 11 U 42
HRUAE R0 T centWave $ 2k 754 A4 [n] 7 A B4 b PR (b iz A

FT LC/MS BRI ADAP S35 JE /5 56 T UM (i B ADAP 5335 560 [k Bk Y, 2]
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5B R/ IMUCHES N, Bl S X658 0k 5 = A TR myz (B AR HE A AN [ E OO e e
(A [R]— m/z 78 B ] 4 B E0bs HLAH G , TE AR (3 1. ADAP W4 U4 TRE T 434 5801k I centWave .
255 FAN N BE FAE RN B miz KNG , DA 38 e 1 IA R 15 22 B50RT B 3 il ) 454 Ak B R
BLUS2 20 Myers 55 V5 i, FI T ADAP i £ JRU 245 31 1Y 4,35 1% 5 2 T XCMS Fl mzMine 2 15 3] 1Y
%I 5l 83%, SR XCMS Fl mzMine (1 2 P F 3007 114 04 4 BCAR ok 2 BRI 0 335 0 o 5 2 AUAL
9 68%, iX B ADAP A] LATE— g A& BE byl BH A 0 Frg 46 13

VA4 A o R v {15 B P R M1 B P e ) i B 235 R 2 O H B2 Dy 1 S A B T T RE A
T, A N ) I i BB AN, 2 RS T B 1A Y T/ N, SR T AT g 2 S BOE 2 (1 W S gl i, 42
e A E A Y e i R SRR s, S s B B PR ) B B L ST A S TR 0 5 2 i RS A 1) R 4
Ju &5 PU ] XCMS, MZmine 2 F1 SIEVE B[R] I XA B0 2547 0 4 R, 388 3 28 AN () 5040 Ak 3R
T e B B SR, DT 50 O 2 s 1) 2 IR € 3% e F (1619 41> 1103 4> XCMS, 1500 /1> MZmine2
387 /> SIEVE) . Hu %138 i3 5 XCMS, MZmine2 5 MSDIAL % 5 {4 2 B A (5 335 1 53 43 b = 26
(DB — G0, 31 90 KD (2) 2500 — 900, oF i 90 1815 (3) 22—, 47 i 95 Rl (4) 2



3138 7N 54 1t 2 41 &

i — G, 221 2G5 P BTE 2G5 . gE i A = 2RI A S Zer AL & WD TR S 25 S, AT
AR RE B2

2 EJT4 (De-redundancy)

— A, A 1 T TRORE € T B I R ARG 0 Ao R T B S A R PN A . R R B 2 R AR R,
AR [l 57 28 0 K IR v Hh B, S AR B B> i e Xt i — S A s B 20 DRk, kiR G
Hh Y T S R — 25 R A T AR /D I SR S0 1) 52 2 AR B, B ISR S B I R A R YT
A A 5 B0 B B T 25 B B3 TP (0 TUAY BRI . Zeng 2509 31 MY B TRl O ME &, T LK [l o7 e
TR | v 25 0 e 3 31— ke, DT A 31 BRAR A9 — A B4R AR I 4 1 — ML A 5 B B TRl A i R
PEAE TR . R B 2R B T S AR B I A — 2 m/z 25 57 1 SR ) 67 28 04— f 2
T Cpp i Cp3 1L H m/z 2~ 1.0034 Da 119 2 5, AN 06— fi HF B0 A 2 0 DL S 280 %) Jon AR 49 o 365 e 1
m/z 255 ARYEXFPOC R A AT, B AR S 0 1E B AR, I 609 A F 106 4, 71 B FAL T
fRIIE DA 1084 B4 5] 169 4, KKIFD T TUA 45 . DeFelice 2529 Fi] e JE AR LI i 6 g5 - Xof [ 1) 5t
IR 25 AT R JIR b RO R DL TR AT SR S [ FE e | IR, S SRR AN R S M. FE L
fili FJF % T MS-FLO A%, AT LA/ 7.8% BYTUARAR .. Senan S50 1 [F]A3 2% 06 K fin A0 2 [i] i I K
m/z ZE(EL2Z B A A AU, A4 A AL I 26, AT SR 2R R4 28 B A e {5 8., JFJF & T CliqueMS i f4:,
TR0 TC A e A JE . MR [0 57 2 06 | V8 PR SR G R II RN 49 (3 1) WA ) A SR (e Tt i) | 242
g 5 A YRR DAL 3 AR TR] 22 D), ad i 30 Flvbs o SRR DL R/ DT SR R R B iy o U AR Y
5. R XA ik, e 2B AR A ARG, DA T S B X 4 i PSP 2 46% TUAR IR 1 I TR e,
I I S [l (3 20 | U5 9 24 A0 A SO Tl 2 R AU, oAt — SRR s Skt B 2 K TT
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Fz 1 EFETEECRE LAY

Table 1 The common adduct ion in positive and negative ion mode

ESI (+) ESI(-)
M+H, M+Na, M+K M-H, M+Na-2H, M+K-2H
M+NH,, M+ACN+H M+Cl, M+Br, M+FA-H
M+2ACN+H, M+ACN+Na, M+CH;OH+H M+Hac-H, M+TFA-H, M-H,0-H

3 FFEIEGEE (Prioritization)

FBRITA W @5 0E(E S, —BORULTIA K& 1 @S5 5. X fE BT BE A 223726
e INRLN A =) SN e UL S 1 e Y= s AR A

HRAE S8 T2 R HEA TR 362 5 FH AR AR A DA 7 18 T Bt 22— i 22 S T DA UE 28 Sy B [ i ) 2 5
2 1] b Y 22 5. I FHISHE]_E RS 8922 5%, Gornik %50 3 o s A= 05 AL T o R il S5 ARG 000 50 90 112 B 32
FRy s 5 E 22 5 (AR ARk 2] 10 5 LA b, PAE/INT 0.05) F14 T RE A G AL 7= 4 s, DA TG S8 4 1 10 Fofr 8 g
(A= e AT . SR B 7 125, Weizel 45 B PR HE 15 7K A 4 A B P ol B2 O B 28 19 41 B £k
F=4). Purschke %5 H R F PCA K32l PCA 4341 1 15 K A B R ¥ Yo Wy AR Ak R 35, F 0 6 HH R AiF 75 e
Wy R - BL AR e . A FH 2 ) _E S A0 25 5, Hohrenk 2599 SR JH = 1023 40 (PCA) e 22 o0 2643 B A %
B/ 3% (MCR-ALS) X5 7K T #E 7K o H3 7K B Wil gt b i AR ik 7 e W i i o, e B8 ) B A Ab 3
Ji » 24 s Y v ol 2 A R LR

FR A 7] 25 4 22 18] () Jo 1 5 $ 0 2 B IR) 28 W R AIE 06 () 7 0 T B AR B 4 3L 5 4 181 [R) 2R 4 45 4 -
CF2 25t etk 22 5, I F I i 5 BT & B S U T — R G iU & P 4 AR P8 X —FRAE,
Koelmel 55 FF & T 23 A sh AL IEB 2w & 9 i, 320 17 25806 W iR e &, i 73
PO Y A 2 AT [

HRAE 73 G5 AR Y 43 IR 28 R SR 5 02— Fh s =B Fu S50 @ ik R E Y
(R AR AR R X B R B 2B B2 & B = W e AT i, NI & B 6 Rl 2k 24k & 4. Zhan 55 17
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T B R 2 R R A W R AR R R B 10 B S PR b B 22 RS, AT R B — R BT R
AT I . Esposito F¢U MRS R AL b5 Wy HA SR ALAY i 14, ki AR 4l — 23 P 26
LR A 537~ W 4, B 5 Y B R AL B . AR 2E BLAY J5L L, Le Dare 5556 73 1 28 HI T
FAL B M5 , DT 126 1 9 7 2 1 A A PN ) A ™ 4.

AR BE MR A PR 2 255 T2 1 0 A 06 14 B 196 T B2, Pochiraju 551520 1] 75 7K KB B P JEE
22 N BEAT 3088, BTN S 08 0 AT 40 /KR A [ 2 280 R A T DG B B 2 A B W R ), e R s K
B EBCR ROV AL B 1 (AR R R — 5 TR L ABK W R — SR AR F R ).

4 FEBRES5Z5M%E (Annotation and structure determination)

Xof i 32 ) R AR DA B — 20 A T RN A5 1 S XS T — 2B AR 2 sl M B U R B A
W48 K 1 R R i 1 B A 5 S b 3 [ AT LU XT3, X e b K B B 4T 4353 6 DR L
SR AT SEVE 2 OCE B . S8, 1 PR R — R TC I 5 A SRR A S ) s P, s
A — PR L i e LR R0, 55 b R IR B O 298 A 20 A [ 0 E5 e b B, 545
I b PRERA 08 S T R R 1)1 P2 1) 22 S 25 W B S Y 93 B 485

G Wy B R HR AR W B B 5 1% PR v 2 A S W15 B T IR, 358 A AL ) B S5 R,
DR A i o 1 50 A T2 o i 5t 1) o A e 85 I DR 33, 24 i DP (dot-product) 5 vA (il Fl 5y )™
1204, DP S SR HE 0 B B 14 my/z 50 PN W iR 3 (B G A A [, DT X A o SBT3 500 i e
Xof IO P SO 3 AR AT A S AR T B, T3 A5 B AR B2 B DR/ N BIVAT sz ke 4 i P AR DR /)N T, AR AT
FAE 19 2% 5% AL 80 {1 5 P o 2 TR T oy ) A 5 0 s A R R it 3 LG 7 ) Ak 6 ). R i
2, BT A RS R SR ) b AR 5 G S0 T A SRS EIDC RS 4T 5r, Sk T R ]
AE A X I 5 44 ) A5, DT 308 B AR o i P RSB0 ) sl i R A I RES 1. 4 MS-DIAL T8 X I 4h R i Y Jot
TERE FEAT I BRI, R TUR LRI, B BEEUE 19 MS Il MS/MSS 15 55 B 33 [ P R 4T %)
Pl 2 T AR AR A 52 AR DR/ NI DRI TR0 S 1 285 4 1) T A 1A O, X T BT /K T s KA R AT 40 BT
Qian ZE* | Fi] MS-DIAL X dh K 2t 17 A BEANZS K B, TRt 568 A it 54

SR, BT S B 3 B 12 v i & A & 0 8 s A R e L 58 4 T A ot o 1 0000 v 1 R Ak
U, i (5] OIS AEAE 0 A 0 45 4 R TR . R FH 3 e Sl 2 12 T — 0 i Il A T XAk B P 5 4
HEAT IR B RIE, B R ] i e T 4 P i LB ™ 70k P e T A T A S ) A A T
FERT D ke b AR R, ] A G W A o 3 A e 0 ) 2R AT — % 1 00 4 R 47 2 Meetfrag™®) 1A
FH 95 283537 Z 905 B B 8 4 Mass Frontier® YA Fit i . oy 147 KRR AL i b 22 3846 & )
HEAU I &I, Getzinger 551 F H] CFM-ID 235 B T AR AE 9758 T 23L& Y B9 3s B 2. IR
DP Bk A EA T [ BhVC A S B IR AR, AT R KGN 1 A A i b 2 Ak S W g U B E
XA G VI EERHATIERES , 1 — 20 DY G540 S 08 S0 0 T T R4 A T {5 B8 19 B, HU AT, Schymanski 55 )
P2 A G W A5 H S TS AR E L ) 2 4%

5 BEES5% M4BT EKS M A (The parameter optimization and data processing consistency of
algorithms and software tools)

H TSR 1) 9 A A9 R RS, AN R B 53002 5 R L R A, 3 233 ORI A 5 R 4 1) i A o1
T B P % BT B I PRl 2% U0 Hohrenk, Itzel, Baetz, Tuerk, Vosough Fl Schmidt ' [t T MZmine2,
enviMass, Compound Discoverer Fl XCMS 45 4 T FH 00 =1 E $E ) B0H A0 B AR A X6 [] — e 85 4 A B2 18] 119
— 3, A I [R]— AR i, 4 AR [FIR 0 0 B A 10%, AN [T 0 25 A B — B 1) R
BER AEF A5 A& B Z 8] 5312 A [ i i il 2 — 22 S i E B2 I PR L A7 D B v B | R
TSR B 8¢ T MS-Dial, MZmine 2, XCMS, MarkerView & Compound Discoverer 4 5 /I 8 {4F i 804
APREEIR, R 5 A FRAFAEARRE a2 fE 2551 B SR E B 045 R 22 UK, Horh MZmine 2 2 AEHE ] &
e IR B A o A A R A A AN ) ) 5 Ak 3 AT A R R) ) S B A DL RS 5 AN R R A 8
It b 37 T B RGBT BT AR DR A B — S ) R G %) R s AR R AL B SR A O,
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3P L 1) B Ak PR AR R S BRI, B AT E A — AR LR K. Libiseller 557 & T 2 F
XCMS A [71] i A5 A [7) 2 B 2 B0 Ak B9 B 4 TPO. MR Al R 5 b K AR RIS 26 C 5 A1 Cyp AR 28 119 HEAE
K Z AL T AR, RIS BT BRI XCMSS A ) B A #1 it #2 rh i) S8 i/ N 9E . e KI5 555
BOHEATOAL, T B PSS SRR T 146%—361%, /0 T 3%—8% MR FH 45 5. Eliasson %5 U1
T A S T S A A R A AN, DAL T AR R L S g U A AN [ AR ot [ A7 A 3 v B B 1
TS T 55 M D) AS A7 7 X o B 15 B, MM I8 3T 17 AR . A8 B30 32 3 XCMES $i 4 A Bt A5 v 9 280
HATUEA. S T 4 v AL AL B ), 2 Sk A g — 2D O Ak, DA S B s A B AT E R R e T
19.4%(FRAEIR A PIRE ) AT 54.7%( N PRIEFE 5 ) 7. McLean 4575 3 3 ¥4 HEML % 27 20 545k, B B i
TREEABE L XCMS 1 mzMine2 78 48 b P R v () S 85, DA T A5 21 5 o 1 S 1) 50 Ak P S 4
A, W BE T, R R S H 2.

H A — Lo 708 A R R S R e St AT 45 L R T 4 s Bl e . Sy T RIS
DL B T B A % SRk 1 2 A il SR, Helmus 25 U008 HRTJF IR AR E b B RIC B, PR T
patRoon ) R 15 5 HAEL, T HE @y 1 %5k Ab B A AT (5 .

6 4585 (Conclusions and perspectives)

ASCVRAAA A1 T A A5 B 2 e AR R 1o O 2 5 di b R AR P A N, B R A Tzl R v i K 3 Y
SOV BRE TR AE TR BT H B YR O AR Y TR, 42 Hh LU R B

(1) ARTRIFETE AR A 22 1B B30 Ak 38— S0 ) . 7 30— 2 T it ek S ) A0 | 03 %o S it A s Ak
BRI LR B — B RO RIT . DT 753 [ Ak B0 ) ot 35 A8 vl AR 7 LUK

(2) SEAR RIS 5 R A /0N O A o ity R 5% PR 000 74 2 ) 33 141 9 — 20 9 S i 141 2, DT 446
e & EETEREH .

(3) s ALAR = > S532 A AR 1) L0 Ak 2R A P A . AR FHPIL & ~J B30k B 69 A DR 0 i B
Ao A AR B 5 i B AR Tl
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