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Enrichment and fractionation of rare earth elements in alluvial plain

soils at the lower reaches of the Yangtze River

YANG Jie' ZHANG Yalu' SU Baowei' HAN Linrui' HU Danyang'
ZHANG Huan® GAO Chao' ™

(1. School of Geography and Ocean Sciences, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210046, China; 2. School of Marine Science and
Engineering, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, 210046, China)

Abstract A soil chronosequence with a span of about 1500 years was established in the alluvial
plain area of the lower reaches of the Yangtze River. By comparing the changes of rare earth element
(REE) contents and fractionations, their evolution characteristics and control factors in the
pedological process were analyzed. The results show that after a slight decrease in the initial stage of
soil formation, the content of REE generally increases with the passage of time. The strong
scavenging and fixing ability of secondary minerals and organic matter on REE is suggested as the
main reason for the enrichment of REE in soil. The long-term application of phosphorus fertilizer
might also lead to the continuous accumulation of REE in soil. Dry farming and paddy dry rotation
had no significant effect on the contents of single REE and Y REE. The fractionation of light and
heavy REE and the deficiency of Ce and Eu also changed with the time of soil formation. Rice
planting led to the decrease of soil redox potential, which directly and indirectly increased the
negative anomalies of Ce and Eu.

Keywords Lower Yangtze Plain, soil chronosequence, pedological process, rare earth

elements, fractionation.
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i £ 0K (REE) /245 fE U R EIH R R F )P B0 57—71 09 15 Ml R ITTER. 2 F IR i FA 2L
B, W TR A o 2, BVER AR + o0 % (LREE: La—Eu) A1 ## + 70 % (HREE: Gd—
L)t 6 70 R HA AL E AR R e (b BR T 22 MR T, 7R 2. KUk s Fnii AR 4Gl fe rp H
ARG IR R 504, IR 72 I T P A R A o A T RS A T B SRE BOR TR
HER A 27 53 SR A B LA A A8 A A 4 gl o),

A GOE R R, T2 B UUUE . AL RS A VE FHAER2 M, REE B9 HERAb 417 & A=
A4k, S REE S8k, WHTR BBt R 7% 1. REE MuBERIE 22 RRAE 7T H T A0 i - 050 [
B XA B B st AR R R AR AR T A A S PR R R RIS SR - R Y 5
i) S04 191 SR, PR T AR B B 2 RE M | R IR I A Ak L S N ZRTE sh i & s, X IEA R
i REE 8 . & 48 B o i B AR + 20 A PR HLAEAE AN D 3 5 5 A o719, 35 33 10 B8 22 ) R 4 DA
a7~ 158 REE 195340 Fl o3 S .

ARSC AR TG R T R A T R BRI B A T VS SR I 9 X, A A - SR ] e 27 ) S Ak I
XoF B AN [7] B A B[R] A [6] 1) J7 X REE M EK A2 R4k, DLIBHE 7S 358 & a1 0 48 2 A6 ) H X
REE 14341 Fl1 43 5 B9 52 ).

1 MRLE )7 (Materials and methods)

1.1 W58 X HENL

WL IXA; T 22808 TE iR #k (18 1) (31.08°—31.27°N,117.90°—118.01°E ), Hikb T b 2, iR
2978 160 km®. 75K VL] T8 A8 o A vy, BAFSR DX R Ak 00 2 TR 2 422 32 RV TR 9 ME AR, T2 A I8
Ky BT . AEBE TS T A4 B F B AR RUE JE ot A8 v, 4 oA 08 e VT 52 DLOR 3P 4 XN 1 s R
Mo, FEIVCIR AU, TR BUE R4k p Ak, RSB BB VL IF IR BT 1 X BV
NG AR BT XOR PR 32 KAV op AR DR, IR AR Y A & . BIFT X 45 3F X T i sf 1) P
] A6 W 0, AR COE R B RN COOE R R ) S 2 A B N 2L B g sy, wI LABf 2 97 . &L
SRIA) 45 3F X T A 18 % A0 K BGE b s 1], 7 B 28 4 v b AR i - S st fa) 2 50, DA+
BTV AR ok 72 P REE 4 i BR Ak 2 A K He 7y

F5E X A HER A KT b B R T R AT 4 K i 2 AR B B9 K ARG £ A8 T3S 23 X
X, P24 B, SR 5 A2, R R, IR IR IR I, TORE IS, i EAR A 7, b A AR A AR B . K H
W H AR/ GIER) Fe AR, SEHLBR/NE AR Ah, ISP iR SR S 4 VB Y.

1.2 FESCRES &

RS EZER A 1 FRI 6 R X, o 1 5 Oy BRYT SRS T 18 0, B i R A3 kB i K
TLUURRM, 1R DX 27 A FE L 40 50 R B G RE . FE b FUMCHE. 2—6 7 X 3 Sl 6 T8 it ] K3k 60 a,
160 a, 280 a, 1000 a il 1500 a AYEF DX, A 22K FOMCHE . S H0AIZK S 4E 4R A AF .

RAE 0—15 em (R 2 13, FE R A5 07 R 05 72 R 4 s TR AR . RS L3RI
FEf 101 4. BE 5 H AR, SIBRAL AR 2S5 R mR 6, o 10 B, H T pH A ML AL 55 . B
At 10 HFfAE & E T pH b i ES, 2 4 st 200 H i 5 AL REE & &

+- 4 pH. FiHh . A LA A TC AL S5 AR R AL M O S iR S B A A (1999) 17 BT R S
K X BRI ETE R IN R . 3 200 H TR &I MRS R A SRR T %5 . REE o & R
FL BRI 5 55 B8 TR B350 (ICP-MS) T 22 . 22476 A 35 [E] USGS iR k2= bR EAE & BHVO-2 Al W-2 #il,
REE fix KAHX 1R 224 4.15%.

1.3 IR RHESEOHE
2 BROBLB AT AR AL S 118 REE $#AE 2344, A145 (La/Yb) . (La/Sm)y. (Gd/YDb)y. 0Eu Fl 6Ce %, i

ARSI 5 (1990);
(EE)_(LM¥%)“YM¢ﬁ) D
Yb),  \LaBiifr )/ \ YbBiiF
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(B) _(Laﬁ—ucﬁu)/(Smﬁ%) 2)
Sm),  \LaBjifr )/ \ SmBii
(@) _(Gdﬁ—&;’:)/(Ybﬁ%) .
Yb),  \GdRiA )\ YbRA
SEu = 2(Eu)y/[(Sm)y + (Gd)y] D)
6Ce = 2(Ce)y/[(La)y + (Pr)y] (5)
K, ThrA N TR Gl sb B A ta b G i oc R,
117°55'00"E 118°00'00"E

FA T
Wuwei City
L

Anhui Province

31°15'00"N — 31°15'00"N

31°10'00"N — 31°10'00"N

FE ffil Legend
4 AT Wuwei City
©® {2 ¥ Naked beach
A Hijh Grassland
W Ff3Shrub
* S Dvland ] 509500my
¢ KERAE
Water-upland rotation
KMl Dam
Kit Yanlgtze River

31°05'00"N

117°55'00"E 118°00'00"E
Bl 1 W5 X BCR A s s B IR

Fig.1 Schematic diagram of sampling sites in the study area

2 458 59718 (Results and discussion)

2.1 FiHICER ERAE S AR

WEAE X NPT YIFE & REE B8V EI7E 140—215 mg-kg ' Z 0], FE N 194 mgkg (£ 1),
ot & B JC R I8 & REE G A8 s T b [ 42387 2 {8 (163 mg-kg ') Al 7¢ th i - o0 R - 418
(150 mg-kg™'). LREE 1 HREE %4 5 Fil 70 %1 89 124—193 mg-kg ' F1 15.3—23.0 mg-kg ', “FH4{E /3
N 174 mg-kg ' A1 20.0 mg-kg™ ', 7Bl o5 i SR Y 89.7% F110.3%, K Bl REE & & DL LREE Jy 3.
141~ REE H1, La, Ce Fl Nd JUE & i Z Fl 5 LK, 4 80.9%. £ )2 T4 REE & f& N R BI/MRIKH
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Ce>La>Nd>Pr>Sm>Gd>Dy>Er>Yb>Eu>Ho>Tb>Tm>Lu, %/ Odd-Harkins ¥{.0|, B[ J& - 55k (8 450 A9 #
T ITE R T ARAR A R R B AR TR & i XN REE B8 S RECE U, 1
8T 8.5%.
F1 IR WK LIRS 2 (ngkg ")
Table 1 Contents of rare earth elements in soil of the study area(mg-kg ')
SR Y%

f/MH FAH HH Coefficient of SUERR: O e

Minimum value ~ Maximum value Average value variation Soil in China Crust

La 29.0 455 40.9 7.93 39.7 30.0
Ce 57.0 90.9 81.4 8.07 68.4 60.0
Pr 6.71 10.2 9.20 7.76 7.17 8.20
Nd 25.7 38.8 35.0 7.44 26.4 28.0
Sm 4.98 7.55 6.59 7.80 5.22 6.00
Eu 1.01 1.52 1.34 7.49 1.03 1.20
Gd 4.34 6.69 5.80 8.60 4.60 5.40
Tb 0.682 1.02 0913 7.91 0.630 0.900
Dy 4.02 6.21 5.39 8.46 4.13 3.00
Ho 0.825 1.21 1.08 791 0.870 1.20
Er 2.35 3.55 3.06 8.29 2.54 2.80
Tm 0.359 0.520 0.460 7.93 0.370 0.480
Yb 223 3.33 291 8.05 2.44 3.00
Lu 0.333 0.493 0.431 8.06 0.360 0.500
>REE 140 215 194 7.79 163 150
LREE 124 193 174 7.83 148 133
HREE 15.3 23.0 20.0 8.15 15.9 17.3
LREE/HREE 7.94 9.48 8.71 3.52 9.28 7.72

VE: P MR 1 oe 2 B B B R 199 14F, H7e i 0 % KR 2% |12 19844F
Note: Chinese soil rare earth element data refer to Wei Shengfu 1991, crustal rare earth element data refer to Liu Yingjun 1984.
K H1 Boynton 45 20 B B3 £7 bR v B 9T X ) 3 f0FE H o0 R S B AR EAL R, 8 2B 5T
IX. A SRR 4 0 ok LA FR HEAL A T 2. DAIET 2 AT, 101 S - BERE AR 1 00 2540 I A 2 R B
], 247 3% B+ 4 O o) A A 0 B bR A 2, e s AR B 4, R R AT T . R R R A HL (AR
7.94—9.48 Z[i], F-HIMEN 8.71(F 2), UM R XM oo e S b b3, HRER L TR0 5
PR,

1000 —— ) - ] 7 g
[ -l -l () ]| b)) el |3
-] =5 —]( 17 18
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=
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Fig.2 Distribution model of soil rare earth elements in the study area after standardized with chondrite
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R 2 WX IR TR IFAE S AL

Table 2 Characteristic parameters of rare earth elements in soil of the study area

LREE/HREE (La/Yb)y (La/Sm)y (Gd/Yb)y OEu oCe
I 7.94—9.48 8.22—11.7 3.66—4.11 1.42—2.00 0.610—0.680 0.940—1.00
¥iE 8.71 9.50 391 1.61 0.650 0.970

Fis - JC BB B A7 A AL B 2R 0 BER 280 (La/Yb)  ZEALTE Bl 8.22—11.7, SF-H1{E ly 9.50, £ MH
TR F SR TRER L ZEEENR SR, FE(La/Yb)  HER, B LN EE. BrER L2
[i] 4318 R B 1) (La/Sm) (BB A 3.66—4.11, “F-3{H 2 3.91, R RM oo 2 Z [ 5 A7 B (0 /018,
FORE - Z [ 4R FERE B (Gd/Yb) \ (EIYE TN 1.42—2.00, SF-H{E K 1.61, LR +I0E Z [AI1F
FERLES IR IR AR

SEu Fl 5Ce {H j& H R FRAEM 150K Eu il Ce By 8 BB, B/t + AR ELE 4L R IX +
e ) oEu {H AL 0.61—0.68 (3 2), SFEI{H N 0.65, F I H B i 1) Bu T4, X R0 + 1 i
+ U R AN T ERRLF A B 4 Kk A B LAY 5. 0Ce #E 0.94—1.00 Z [a], SEI4{E R 0.97, 3230 T b & £ 4
dCe {E 1Y 0.99, F I HIHHI Y Ce T 57H .

2.2 Nt at A REE (54

AN R R X R T MO 22 40 H 45 B, K [W A5 IX B REE. LREE. HREE Al
LREE/HREE 3t B i 19 22 5 (P<0.05) . [l B J5 A VT v B 1 Jo 4 jl = 3 72, TR VT3 A 1
X RN B 60 a A 2 F X, JUEH A+ 38R 5 59 S REE SF 2 & &3 91 4 198.1 mg-kg™' #1 176.7 mg-kg™ ',
Ui PR B 5 1 38 8 B B REE & B F R, 2 J5 B 25 16 B nFR] 938 i, £ 3% REE & & S A b
IR S (E 3), YREE V3 & 76 [ BB AR 5. 6 A XK F] 200 mg-kg ™ LA L. [l B 47 4
REE % & T FENIZ S 1 80 BRE5 1 & 2 M AR ¢, IR AR B R A5 Hh il o & A 3 2 1 REEPY, R 2 TR
FEOR RS 4 3 72 H REE AS 0] bk 6o B 22 R . AR5 IX R 60 a Ji5 3% )2 - S8k R 05 - 34 5 12l DO R B
B 453 gkg  HGHE R FEE 1 IXAY 18.2 g-kg !, SRR K 0.45 g-kg

| @%@

3

Zonel ZoneZ Zome3 Zonod  Zomes  Zome6
3 3 REE & i ffi 1388 & ) 281
Fig.3 Different soil development age of total content of rare earth elements

KAV B 5 4% REE 15 SR REAT FARIN R, A AR SUIN . REE 5 f3k Bl i o ] 384 i A W 22
1o R R G2 58 Ry 3 ), 3 B 5 R AR A W R HILJSNT REE A5 8850 19 4 ) R0 W B 61 52 B 0 A 96, al i A
TR RE 1 BORAY AL S0 R )5, WAE R YR HLBT Y o 467 5 20 REE & & A X TH ™ 2L RS IX
REE Gt 5 R0R FUBRL & 5 B 35 19 IE AR DG OC 2 (7=0.64", P<0.01; r=0.69"", P<0.01) 50k Z ] 77
TEFAAR IR (7=-0.737, P<0.01), HA MBS AL 2 AR R (=0.54", P<0.01). HF5IX 1 HE 41N
P = R ) K BRI TE B KRS -, 3 2R R RS AT B2 X REE A7 #0455 RE 1 1 b JoL A0 I s T 46
AR, W12 REE 5 18 B - of 1] i s 4 A9 S A

T8 A P B it P 35k TA Ry 2 AR A 138 v REE % & 09 Fh e 1 J 22 5 R 24 ) REE S5 R 6 A 48
SRINZS B HE ST, FEWEY A REE i 2 i s M0 A 1 aE, B YREE A =ik 2.6 g-kg ' 7,

REE/(mg-kg™")
—_ %)
o (=4
(=] (=]
T

o«
(=}
T

—

-

f=}
T

160 [
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& B EP Y REE V-3 & E Y 100 £5 DL L, K Tt FH B AE AT g2 51 & + 1% REE 19 & 4E. Cheng 55 1) F Hl

AR ER AT SR AE E Dy sl DRk, AR T AR Y R AR R VR 1B B AR A Ny TR A T AR RUBE (%) B B i) 4] 2,
Chen 573X — 5% X & 3 REE & 2 Fifi 7K R AR AR R A 388 it =, /3 JE Bl I8 0% 1 10Tt FH 91) oy 7 22
JE PR 22—,

XPAN ] A= H R 7 2CF 158 REE FROES 8007 22 00, /R R %) REE A1 LREE & it i 3 = T
Ml S AR ARG H g RIS (8] 4), 53X 0] (B 5 - 3G LB & & T B - R 2R A
A K, BT X R b+ A ML T2 8 bl 4 XOF- 2 B R 9.68%. AR K R VR & X N A 2 2R
F R, 45 L TCIE & A1 REE & 88 /2 Y REE, BIFNAI 5 3T 22 29548 2.3 (P>0.05).

200 () 2001 (b

210] = [ T L 190 | = [ T T
200 180 2
{:‘) 190 - ° L \_; 170 o
~ ~
% 17or E 150 b
160 - 140
150
130
140 |
120

13(%\Iaked beach Grassland Shrub  Dryland Water-upland rotation Naked beach Grassland Shrub  Dryland Water-upland rotation

B4 AR LHFHF T REE(a) Ml LREE(b) £ 2
Fig.4 REE (a)and LREE (b)content under different land use

2.3 REE M43 O &

T e R EW LR AV A e s s 5, i AR P A R R fb2E AR ) B T 8K
HARART & 8 &k A=A & A AR, | 5 3 W] UL, LREE/HREE, 6Ce il 6Eu B B A I 5 Fifi Bl B 4 KR
HEm s /N F, 5B AE REE 2 8 & 48 19 [R5, HREE (938 i 58k, [ Ce F1 Eu (475 BrAe s fin. H
JE PR 22— i AR AR AR R XK R A B Sy 38 ik . ) B2 A0 0 AR Sy 32, e S /K e o v LY -
B A 39 S AL A SRR 3 3 T B Eh BRI R, Eu®t A Ce* 5 ik JE I )3T % fiE 1 358 (1) Eu Al
Ce¥ Tk e 30, Se3g — F 7 T 55 ] .

x3 OIS R XOTHE

Table 3 The average value of some indicators in each area

AKX

pH Ca0/% Fe,0:/% MnO/% LREE/HREE dCe oEu

Area code
1 7.92 3.83 6.17 0.128 8.90 0.977 0.656
2 7.88 2.71 4.50 0.077 8.82 0.961 0.648
3 7.47 2.13 5.58 0.098 8.81 0.983 0.647
4 7.45 1.87 5.77 0.087 8.68 0.982 0.654
5 7.15 1.25 5.78 0.083 8.38 0.953 0.630
6 6.24 1.06 5.49 0.067 8.41 0.951 0.636

R it — 25 43 AT 5 X REE 09 20 A RN 4318 4 AF B L4 DRV 28, R =8 B 43 0 B O 32 5 B 3R 45 1)
REE FIH© B E A 4. T A a3 4~ 30 A 7 22 STHR 0 51 57.5%. 14.2% Fil 8.0%, Rit 2
DUHRIA 79.8%, LAIX 3 or AT I RALTES: , 15 B 45 R L3k 4.

o — 1 & 4B REE, Al, Fe, Ti. 260 M OM, ¥t — 4 Ui 26 -0 4 . EALE A OM X
REE 1 & SA/E M. 5 A i £ B 5 REE B9 2RI & Ti 1 Ze B IRA T, BLERT | BBk
W, AL A RIS A S50 T By e ey A Ze A ARk far 22 B, VLo AR B T b REE B9 2R IE &
Ti WEH ), Ti % YREE 52 2 E0GA 65%(YREE = 0.026Ti + 60.0, R> = 0.65, P<0.01), i & Zr 5114
S AN W] I . Ca R pH (14 B 280 07 12 2 B 2ok 72 S S () O v i AR 18 45 SR, BRI A st ] 9 3
REE &A= & 4, 10 [ i A 38 v J& A i R 5 90K 05 F1 pHL R 1K () 2o 2.
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R4 AR

Table 4 Principal component analysis results

Fisr
Ei=t1 Principal component

Index Pl P2 P3
La 0.94 0.09 0.29
Ce 0.92 0.20 0.26
Pr 0.95 0.06 0.26
Nd 0.93 0.14 0.25
Sm 0.96 0.01 0.22
Eu 0.94 0.15 0.18
Gd 0.97 -0.05 0.14
Tb 0.98 0.07 0.02
Dy 0.99 0.00 -0.09
Ho 0.97 0.08 -0.17
Er 0.97 -0.03 -0.18
Tm 0.95 0.01 —0.24
Yb 0.95 -0.03 -0.27
Lu 0.93 -0.07 -0.29
HREE 0.97 0.05 -0.16
LREE 0.93 0.16 0.27
LREE/HREE -0.15 0.18 0.87
JCe 0.05 0.70 -0.09
OEu -0.41 0.57 -0.14
Al 0.78 0.47 0.03
Si —0.45 -0.83 -0.19
Fe 0.69 0.67 0.13
Mn 0.11 0.86 0.18
Ca -0.55 0.57 0.16
Ti 0.73 0.34 0.27
Zr -0.26 -0.52 -0.22
P -0.17 -0.38 -0.03
FiokL 0.76 0.23 -0.05
oM 0.56 0.10 0.11
pH -0.51 0.54 0.09

B F RS I 2 £ B4R oCe. JEu. Mn, Fe. (Si). Ca., pH 1 Zr, i/~ Ce il Eu %% 5 Mn,
Fe Z [AAFAER B VIR 2. oI R T8 U b 2 b Bk | i S AL W) R 2 e R M AT 3K Ce, DI BOH: H B
IESEE RIS IX, B A A & i B R AR N 2 R R (R 3), M4 T3 Ce 75 B 1YY
T Si Al Zr (9 G A AL AL A PR LE 80 U B R S A — 2 AR B B RE IR Ce A Bu 53, X —BAGLA
AR, R SRS AR T WX SR L REE (19 #8154 A X0 Ca #l pH 5 Ce. Eu 7
AN — A R R, LD DR AN A

55 = F U 195 8005 A LREE/HREE o fH, HoAR 6 br 09 80 KT 0.3, BEUIRIE LA $5 b A Bk
5/~ 528 REE SMB I NTENLT. AEPRE IR 2R, QnAs Y 09 S B IS RT B J2 5% ) REE 3188 174 JiE 1A 21,
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3 2512 (Conclusion)

BT IX -3 REE & 8 i THUT N WU - S (E A (] 37 (6. B R A0 REE 54 T T
W, J5 ST R B2 ) [R) A 3% 0, -3 REE & & SUR B2 R 3. WA Y14 HLBTXT REE 28R Y
AR RIS B [ 72 BE F7 2 - 1 REE & £ ) 2B A, WAL #9130t P e ] BE 2 REE 76 3 A B LR
A B A SR SR A R P b 32 2 F 7 200 334> REE % 4 FIYREE 22 53 A2 A (2.2

REE &Ry [RI, HI3E P | # REE BY4M# A Ce, Eu iY77 BRULFESG . KRS R AE S B3 A ALE
JEHLAE R B, Ce Eu 5y #5045 5y 1 88 BOARRAN 25100 S BOHAR XS & 1K, Eh FRARIE LAY 2R 5 A e
/D Ce 75 BRI AN E] 4 U . L3 B A AR AL e — e RE BE E 2R Ce FI Eu Y573
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