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Research progress on sensors for chemical warfare agents
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Abstract Chemical warfare agents (CWAs) are the essential substituents composed of mass
destruction weapons, i.e., chemical weapons, and cause numerous casualties and even fatalities when
employed in warfare or terror attacks. CWAs are usually regarded as a diversity of toxicants with
extremely low lethal doses and varied toxicological features, they can readily degraded or
transformed during the battlefield or other environment. Therefore, it is difficult to quickly detect and
identify CWAs in environmental samples, and the CWAs detection in environmental samples has
become an important global issue in the field of the prohibition of chemical weapons. Based on the
introduction of CWAs and their simulants, this review focuses on the main sensors for the detection
of CWAs and their simulants, as well as proposes the challenges that these sensors must overcome
and the direction in which they should be developed in the future to serve as a resource for related
research.
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R FERA KA, 3R KAR L CWASs B EUMMII A A 2. I CWASs X4 622 42 0 N e filt i I
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. CWAs BRI SE T 20 228 90 ARAQLIR A Vs, H A E 3 A9 80K T 20 #E 0 @
TP ROR L KAEC BRI AR | B B MR 2O EOR SR, (B B AR — 5 1Y R FR Y,
DI AR AR S 2% AR & 5t L ANREF TSR ME I 25 AL 2, (R RERHoR B R v L A
il ARBUIN  RAAR S OL A, B A A A B4 CWAS W53 19 852 J7 ). AR SCHE L 45 CWAs FIELY)
M2 R BEVE R BEA L, Z538 T 3T 5 ARl AL A I CW As BIF 5T 09 B BT 28 8, X AR R IR AR
NIz 4 T CW As RN A R I FH A R AT T R 2.

1 4bZEE R K HARIY (CWASs and their simulants)
1.1 Al
111l iR a2k
TE CWASs [BFSE TAEH, —FBORAN X SEPREE R . CWASs YL RERE R B E CWAs B YL ke b4 T
o). AR AR FH I B AR = A 520, CWAs B I ph e PR L BERSMETE R . RN . ik
BEA L S REMEEE L PR B R R AR A RE R AL R L i 2 U T T Ak SRR T
PR TR TR SRR FR A A1), Kb IR LN I v 2 1k AR B e it ( AChE ) 176 14 AT 5 211
THIVER, S50 2 BERRBRAE (AR N A 5 B R, WT 51k TP A R A1 JE IR e b 22 R S D Re ™ B ZK AL, JLor BN
ATEABET. SN EREG A D BE . T AL A TG A R AN ] 1 R MR £ 2 G RS
MV R GRIVAEH(GA) . #RE2 (GD) . WK (GB) MR A (GF) M. V RIIA VX(4EIR 7 li) |
VE. VG. VM Fl VR. 7} 8, 2018 4F 4k &' 1 XUT [H] 35 vh 85 R B 68 1 — 207 8 bl 2 M 3 0 — i 4 7 o
(Novichok), fGRMERI LG PILHE A-230. A-232, A-234.
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Fig.1 Schematic presentation of the function, inhibition, aging, and reactivation of acetylcholine enzyme!”
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Fig.2 Schematic diagram of the poisoning mechanism of mustard gas!'”
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Table 1 Structure and toxicity of common CWAs
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CWAs " IDLH/(mg-L ™)
Structure (mg L) Lethal dose

7'\( O LCtsy: 70 mg-min'm

GA A~ K 0.03 50 "

ol \\ LDs,: 21.40 mg-kg™
\ _F L

P LCtsy: 35 mg-min-m

GB . 0.05 B

j\\ LDsy: 21.40 mg-kg !
PR GF \1'{0 0,008 LCts: 35 mg'min'm*

Nerve Agents |°F ' LDsy: 0.14mg kg™
N/ N

GD / . LCts50:35 mg min-m

LDsy: 0.71 mg-kg™
\S \/\NJ\ o LCtsp:15 mg-min-m™

VX > ~
o7y, )\ LD5(:0.0721 mg-kg™
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A-234 DN Ni\ — LCts):15 mg-min-m™
j i
CIV\N/\/U . L
HNI1 K 1.0 LDsy:2.5 mg-kg
Cl
HN2 ~V\—\ 1.0 LDs,:10 mg-kg™
Cl
Cl
LCts:1500 mg min-m
JERPE R HN3 1.0 LDsy:10 mg-kg!
Blister agents I N
LCt50:900 mg min-m>
S . 50
SM > 0.10 LDs,:100 mg-kg™
Cl
— LCts:1400 mg-min-m
L CI-AS 0.0001 LDsy: 30 mg-kg™
Cl
cxX cl LCts(:1400 mg min'm”
OH\N/LQ o LDsy: 30 mg-kg™
Cl 0 LCLo: 360
2 EMER €6 \CT 20 mg-30min'm
Choking Agents -
CL Cl—Cl — LCts(:6000 mg-min-m
_ LCts(:5000 mg-min-m
LR ) AC N= >0 LDs;: 100 mg-kg'
Blood Agents CK Clu N _ LCtsg :11,000 mg-min-m™
OH
RAEPELE] BZ . - LCtsy: 2000000 mg-min-m™
Incapacitating agents o \[@
0
CN Q)b(‘l — LDs:50 mg-kg™
Cl
N
CS N — LDs):178 mg-kg ™'
SRR \
Irritants
CR O O — LDs(:563 mg kg™’
v
cl
\l
DM Oi D — LDs(:35 mg-kg™'
N
H
NHx__O.
o Y .
**'*%j% STX J—NH, — LDs:0.192 mg-kg™!
Toxins IIN)\ N
HO OH

s " FRIR AR UL, IDLH: 37 B A= i Rt ek

“—” means “not indicated”. IDLH: Immediately dangerous to llfe or health concentration.
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H T CWAs (5 B¢ 1 32 B i RR 1, 1250 1k, SGHR 43 i 58 Sk L SE 1) CWAs SRR, K £
BOR A S CWAs Y BEAL 22 R A A, HLJGRE BEA 5 A (R B A 40U e A7 S g i g e, il 4,
i FH Y EL ik 2 — /1 /iR (DMMP) {8 % GB Al GD, X DMMP H 1) P—O—C ## 5 GB 1 GD H Ay, E
A AL W B AT A, AT e ) B B B A AR 0022, DMMIP SRS AR Pl e 2 L. T —
FRREL AN B 58 208 CWAS FEAS FH LT MAE AL, B LA ZUAR B CWAs T 75 1 Fe 1 (8 F 22
B RS THF ). HETH H B CWAs B 1L 2.

®2 WM CWASs KLY
Table 2 Commonly used CWAs simulants
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2 fERREKI CWAs(Sensors forCWAs)

A TR 0 S 3 R A 1) P I A A B — o R e i i L1 5 SO S A5 5, SEXT 4T
WA e M A R A A O vk AR RS R R B RO R SRR AT . SE R TR R S A I A A
EL RN B CWAS P A I A4 8 AR . B AT, K200 CWAS (194 18R 2% 5 2240 45 4 0% S AR S K 7
(QCM) I e . ZRIHI 75 I (SAW )L IRES | A WE AR . LU NSO G AR RS R Ak 27 i BHLAR SR 2R 1,

2.1 QCM f&/&s%

QCM Sz LAy B b R 114 R 007 Ay BE i, MR A8 Ay 08 it (AT I 45 1) 400 3 A0 b S 0% IR ) J A )
Jo e AU A AL AR, TEAS I CWASs HH 32 8 T F8 43 F AL 2440 #7 9 8 W B 31 ) i Al R T, 5 | JES A 0
PRI IRAIR T B, Ao I ke B LU R sl O B A5 505 i . B RO . e A . e dmic
SR, QCM &A1Y TAE BB AN &) 3 Frmt 27,

UM BE PR E QCM A4 AR PE BE 1Y B 22 251, Chen 26129 45 A FEHIAL QCM TG LR TG HL i
QCM MPLF, F QCM I THilll DMMP, 1A% I 245 4 40 K FURLAG 17 14 25 O 3R AR AR A (Inp O) 7 Ry U
JZ, KL G 2B 014 s L AR ) S A8 = 4 %, LOD &y 5 mg L', {5 Bk GBS T i 32 2 RN
JE Au YR FIURE = A 1) 2 BRI I T SARTEAL IR R T O AL . Lee 2512 R 20 10 AR SR A5 21 ik 41
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it (POSS) 1 & DMMP 4% 8 b4k}, IR POSS Xt DMMP 2% 75 A4 i 1y 58 21, 1245 B a8 B9 AT RS (AF) 7E
20—120 mg L' W BEJu I R M R AP my etk OC &R, 5 HM 4% & PE A L1k & ¥ A5 L, XF DMMP
PIREPEME R AT SR K437 BRI 3R A W A FH VR I S 7K PR o 7 HAA P38, BRI g 7K P o AR FEAS
& Lin 85 il 28 T — Bl 56 F T 00 20 19 437 BN A0, I 4 L 46 00 FF 38X i i (MIP,
CWAs B ) , %A% A5 1) LOD 4 68 nmol L™, ¥ B 24 1 1—87 mol-L". Park &P & % T —
Fh A7 = 8 A AR i N-TPT(N-triflyl phosphoric triamide) 3% {4 F} T-#1l DMMP, %% & 5 DMMP A
SR EE G RE T, LA & AL & W A A i B, 2 A AR T3 R U 79.8 Hz L-mg ™,
LOD 4 11 pg-L™.

<« N
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ke Selective cﬁating
transducer (sorptive layer)

BT IR S & IR IR S

Electronic oscillator & read-out system

B3 QCM f&Idas i) T./E e
Fig.3 Working principle of QCM sensor !

Lama %5 B2 3% F /K #4 ik ALGE JF % A i T N-MWCNT, N-MWCNT@NIO, MnO,@NGO/PPy Fil
CuO@ N-MWCNT 1R & 19K 52 A ARk, 43X DU Fh A BE Ry QCM A& 2% 1 1R J2 IR E AT U 8%, S5 Rk
W], DMMP 7E 25—150 mg-L™" ¥R BEL MG BN, AR R AP R g% | e rkfaE 2 vk, Hoh
MnO,@NGO/PPy () 75 5 B i &5 T Hofts 3 RhAT k). BEJS, Lama iRABZHCY L LALF4E % (CE) A AHRHS i
T MnO,@CE Fl MnO,@CE/PPy, 7£ DMMP ¥ & & 25 mg-L ™' T, P Fl & 5L b4 BL A Af L CE 43 51 i
12 f%5F0 22 f%. H 1, MnO,@CE/PPy 7 DMMP ¥k i 75 mg L™ & 30 1 55 0 4 el g Pk &2 Bt (1], 43
WK 23 s 1 42 s, AL AT R DMMP 22 (8] 7775 55 W 51 ) ol S .

22 SAW 1LJE#%

AR R JR K I SAW 1% B4 2 B Bl A% 5 4 v T 25 7 3R 1, 3 5 SAW 75 3 THI R A1 40 sl okt % 1)
Ak, TRGHURE RS DN B A5 B B o rELAE S A B SER ARSI A R R 28 SAW AL IR Fh AEIR 4k Y
SRR TR 75 2 DL % I SR 1 SRR T 2L Y. SAW [ B RS RE A B I 4 TR i B Ak (s L B
A AL SRR ARARAS | AT RE N = AR A R i 290,

3 3 87 FH R T 40 T8 £ WO B J2 RN A% SR B B 51, P SE B IR AR T S B ik, 15 A 4 9 A0 5 41
X AN [R50 M ) B 1 R () A5 g% . Pan 2509 JF & T —Fh i T J0 2R 38 15 N 45 19 37 8 SAW £ )%
#aBES, T HyS. CEES. DMMP Il NH;. FE51 R PUA4S SAW &8s . — A~ JCZR i 15 W 25 A5 B fl—
ASEERE N RGALHLALE, WE 4A FTR . ZFEF IS SAW (BG83 iR A — CFERE . RIFEH
e (PECH) | 7S 95 57 P Pt 2k SR ik 40 e R L-4 2 R 0 TR 30 W I, Y JBE 2 18 O 50—100 nm. 7E H,S.
CEES. DMM Fl NH; [ % ik % 4 Wk B2 T, % 2% 4% B 51 19 A% 1800 36 43 il O 32.4. 149, 78.1,
22.6 Hz-L-mg™. Pan %07 fii Fl .0 8185 150 MHz B PECH (£ J825 46 23 < () CEES 787X, CEES 1)
KR A 1.5 mg-m™, R A& N 233.17 Hzem® mg ™", Wi i 5 46 B T 26 7E 1.2—10 mg-m™ J5 Fl P £ 22k,
SAW 1% &% 4 ¢ B AN 1] 4B I 75 . 2022 4, Pan 55 P¥ B i Hr0 M5 #R O 200 MHz 7Y SAW 4 8% 285 46
CEES, iZ A% B4 (i FHTE R ok PECH #4576 SAW FEIR£R |, 7E 1.9—19.6 mg-m ™ ¥k JE L I Nk R
%, LOD 4 0.85 mg-m>, LOQ & 1.91 mg-m>, REJE K 1.13 mV-m* mg .

Kim 555V 7E SAW 5888 1A% B X 3 b OB AR 5 38 A B IR A > DMMP (1) 4% R R, I %o A% 8% 2
HEAT A B TR Ab B . 52K 20 b B AL JBRE A L, 45 5 1A Ak 388 R o3 AU TS %) 2 1T 8 R 3R T 5K ), A 8 d
o T B ) IR B MR R AU . Kim AEU B3 T 3 A4 R A 2 RN R A% 2 ik e (POSS) | 1-% ik
FE3ZEELRR AR AN 1-2 i -3-(4-507F 35 B IR 1 250 MHz SAW 14888 . Horh &4 POSS 1) SAW 148 fs
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TE GA Fll GB 19 LCtso LA T e B 3¢ B8 AR 57 1 2R S50 il B 54 il o7 B 8], GA B9 LOD & 50 mg-m™
GB ) LOD Jy 5.5 mg-m™, ZfE %48 1E 180 d 1) DMMP % 82 32t v AE (545 B 1 i PR Rk

2k o
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Fig.4 4SAW sensor device diagram?*")

Lama 4725 N-MWCNT@NIO £ 250 MHz SAW % J 4 B {2 B AR, i@ 1 SAW HI QCM 4 /&
R 1A HL#E, 76 25 mg- L™ A1 150 mg- L' ¥ JEE R, SAW ARIEa% 9585 70 3] L QCM AL IRA 18 1 118 £%
170 5. 762 5 BIBFSE o, Lama 2509 %144 CE. MnO,@CE F1 MnO,@CE/PPy ] SAW & B#s k17 T
M, 7€ 25 mg'L'DMMP T, B A 3 Bl b4 Bl 19 1% J8% 245 45 % 43 %1 24 187 Hz, 276 Hz 1 78 Hz, 1£
DMMP ¥ Hy 25—150 mg L™ FLkih 6 R BT
2.3 AEUIMERES

YIRS R A YRR 5 FEARAAZE S, FIHE YRk, 0508 P i PR BT Rk B A5 B 5% 1k
S A BT RTINS ES . AR AR SRS R o T U SRR 5 S e 2R AL AR, 4 IR 32 1R 2 B HE R
SRINTHUM BEFRIE IR . ZHKH DNA B§SE, (55 e o - B F8 s i . AV A BELRN e F Ay 0 (AR,

Mishra %562 3 F 0] 17 {1 (G HLBE K il (OPH) LM T & 1T —Fl T 28 sl A0 A 0 A% SRR, REXT A2
PEFE AT P ﬁ?ﬂiﬂﬁﬁ/f"ﬁtﬁ#u IR AT 2R Bk 4, WA 5 IR, A5 R R
B R 10.7 pA-em®mg !, 7 90—300 mg L' JEH P R 261, LOD & 12 mg-L ™. ffiJ5 , Mishra 251 FLF
pH SUBRR IR U 21 & T 520 Wil DFP (4587 1 0] 28 8 A W) A6 IR 4%, 38 3 K5 I OPH X DFP fiff {2 7K fift
I AR B BT SR DFP B W, R A Y A 10—120 mmol-L™', LOQ 24 10 mmol L™, iy
N BEAE 20 s LLN. Goud S5M) JEF R M2 415 I & T — Rk U DFP (19 ] 22 82 W % 8%, A% IR
Wit OPH 5 DFP & A= i A K it HEAT ST, 76 250—2500 pmol-L™ H1 250—2750 pmol- L™ 2 [i] £& 1 %
F R4, L RA51 LOD 4 17 pmol-L™, LOQ 435124 200 pmol-L™" i1 50 pumol-L™". 7 %4 7] 25 8 A= 4 1% Jek
B R TR T A S0 B . SV AT R AR R S AR R Y E 4 1 S M AR A, A5 RS T X CWAS B
25 7 B 57, IR o3 B B0 8 o TR AR SRS B Ay, PRI sz R

Saito AL BT ARUA R FE R A ML EE AR, FF R T —Fh B 225 S0ORFEFAIN R 48, IR IR AL
REERETERPH CWAs Z 5, FE 58k o3 e 20 A48 YL AR 0 R L4700 5, R A2 A6 0 B[R] 1 75
5—15 min, VX 1 GB ) LOD & 0.1 mg-m™. Yoo 251 FI| 5 F A M52 2 1A (hOR) [ B BERR 4 K45
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O f R (swCNT-FET) 1E 0461l DMMP Y44 B0, hOR X DMMP E. A i 247 54, swCNT-
FET A ¥ hOR #Y2E W) {5 5 5 W {5 5, 18 15 %F hORs A ik, #f i T %F DMMP E& & ik #EvE 8y
hOR2T7, FF & T 5 hOR2T7 454 By W) 1 5, 12 AL RAS REAS I MY 10 fmol- L™ ¥ &£ Y DMMP.
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Fig.5 Wearable biosensors for detecting nerve agents'*’!
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i F % (ESIPT). 75 L AR s o, S8/ R AR R i WO 1% sk H AR L 68 S0 43 B 0 A, 245
8 g WU 3 3 9 Y6 A 5 O AR AL SE B 0 M 4 B ARG IN. Eb €8 o YAk AL AR T 2 FAa ML, A9, 245
YAk 2E AR SR B2 v BH B 7 B B 7 W 0247, L 0 o A5 B R H R CWASs Hhpf 2 3 5
FIBE 2 B2 7, b 2 2 500 A G I el R L 1) 504 B BB A1 5 % Pl TR i S 7 R 52 L, A2 SM 1Y)
IR LIS A A 0T IR 131 25 L E IS b A ) B8 FL 5 -2 BB, RAS AT ARSI A L £ sl 2O (5 5 02
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3 Z5i5R ¥ (Conclusion and prospect)
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