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Photo-toxicity Effects and Mechanisms of Ultraviolet on Human Skin
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Abstract; Ultraviolet (UV) radiation is a form of non-ionizing radiation that is emitted by the sun and artificial
light. The increasing outdoor UV radiation induced by reduction of the protective ozone layer, as well as the wide-
spread application of UV in medical and production, making UV one of the most important physical factors in the
environment. Human skin is the target organ of UV and UV radiation can cause a series of skin problems such as
erythema, tanning, photoaging, inflammation and pigmentation. In polar and Qinghai-Tibet Plateau regions, skin
damages caused by high dose of UV radiation are polar specific and highly prevalent diseases. In this article, we
systematically reviewed the photo-toxicity effects and mechanisms of UV on human skin in oxidative stress, DNA
damage, inflammation, immunosuppression and photoaging, which might be valuable for the biological damage and
health risk assessment of UV radiation under specific environment, as well as the effectiveness and safety evalua-
tion of anti-UV products.
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H Y6 ) 48 ZM 26 (ultraviolet, UV) 2 ER 44
UV Bz i) EEORIE, UV 2R gy, Holb 1
RIS, FTS R R e
GRIWBRAT , 17175 | A PR 4 L PN 22 A= )22 3800
UV # MUK AP 22 E 22 5, 7T 732 UVA(320
~400 nm). UVB(290 ~ 320 nm)#1 UVC (180 ~ 290
nm), 7 KRBT, UVC JLF2 R E g R EJE W
W, ok BA MK R T, AEUE A EK R A UV
o AT SR B R R 2 2 UVB (5 5% , i) 28 1% B Y
JZH UVA 7 95% ",

RN KR8 22—, R Re 20
PHUR NS S5 H 2 /AL R 2 A
FERR B R B Kl = A
Bz FEALE A B B4 B (keratinocytes, KC), 2>
2 B AS U3 41 ifd (Langerhans cell, LC) ., 22 2 41 ity
(melanocytes) Fll 2R 72 /R i il (Merkel cell, MC), B A Bjj
RN R IR E 2 (S N ) S E
A, 32 p R D R S 1 2 B, R B S R e AR
BEaPETRE KSR AR AR ZE B, H L S L
PR R BN AERE B AR R TR NG wh R

M T REJZ WBR S 80 4 UV 5 4385 ™
FNZEXE UV N P38 G5 BT LT 565N
FEAT OIT  H G IRSE), UV fR G C L i s h
RPN R Z — % A A B 1) 7 7 e 3 XU
WHEZIEG I, UV 852 S 80— 25 K ik mld, n
LILBE MR DA RAEMEARTIE S, ERIH K
JRIEE™ Wt R T R D DX 5L SR A T, PR A
T UV 5 B RS A B DA O A bR Sk v A
> bl

ZISijU\%Wcr” ¥ (oxidative stress) , DNA $ii{ji
(DNA damage) , % iE = [ (inflammation ) | 4 %2 11 1l
(immunosuppression) F1J(: # 1k (photoaging ) 55 77 Ifil,
RBLER UV X AR B K 1 5% 5 P (phototoxicity ) /E
FHBARSCHUE, A4 20 UV AR I A P 4 4
FARBREAVEAN BT UV 7= 0 0 A W06 R0 B 22 4
PEVEAN AL B

1 UViEESEMWE LM (UV induced oxidative
stress)
1.1 UV 4 B BRI E 4 A K

UV Al G5 H R HO - ) S A T # T A
H(0;) G A A E (H,0,) MRS A (0, I A A
H & (reactive oxygen species, ROS) Y ;=41 fiff 5¢
FW,UVA i F 41N ROS KT 32 82 i i

W UVA B @A ™, UVA B85S, M
KA P 2 UVA B’J;‘ﬁ% FEOCH RSN LA
Al P* B AL, IF 5 85 F K AR R R OB, 7E L
TR R RS W) & A ] LS BT itk
SRR, HE R P, PTRERE S SN, R AL O Al —
RIS E ), O, TEH E ALY B AL (super-
oxide dismutase, SOD) i 4E H T 4 fi# 4= m H,0,
H,0, 4351 i WAk B F (Fe™ ) il O, #2 it 7, i
Fenton %ﬂ Haber-Weiss J< . 4= i, OH - . TERE = % B
R RS R AR P T LIS 4R,
FERAEAEDIN' 0, UV Byt B G AHE 2 T35
KR A KA B ROS, i 23 BT 4240 il 1) 776 14
251 ROS (HEFR, DT 4 AL 33 1 i o | 2 1
J5T A1 DNA S5 4 it Py 55 229 Jo
1.2 UV XF Kk 20 Bt S0 Ak eI P 1 52 ey

A M AR R R 2 M I R AR 3L B O R
B YRR N A A TR AR A T R b A Ak A
ERFRYU ALY A R s KB E AL R S, TR
YU 1L B 4 5 SOD ., i & 1k & (catalase,
CAT) 2 e H K i %84k ¥ it (glutathione peroxidase,
GPx) . [flL41. % % A 1 (heme oxygenase 1, HO-1) &
NAD(P)H ; fiit %8 b if J5 i 1 (NAD(P)H: quinone oxi-
doreductase 1, NQOI1) %, W75 & B, A [\ 7 &2 19
UV 4RI SR 35 ] K [m) 72 B Hb 45 /= K2 Ik 40 i ROS
IR AT A AR G 1 5% i R AR [R] . Mo 25
R BLLE 12 J-em™ [ UVA 5@ B85 E 2 i 2F
ZE4N i HSF f ROS H1 H,0, 7 & ) SOD i J1#5
FET i, HAE AR /N R R 2L BT e T &
TRIBRE 1 ¥ WA BEAR, B KR AE LM 60 m -
em™ ) UVB $a 85 , Ak A= 4k 3% J 40 i HaCaT rf
ROS /K-F-B1 T}, (E 47 A fL i CAT ,SOD #1 GPx
G JIBEAG, BT E AL RE 7 B i A
1.3 UV iSRRI ROS T84 1 40 i 155 %

ROS 1ER5 A5 {0 Al 45 22 25 40 i 45 5 i %
SR SN, 3B R A4 22 245 A B 1 O
(mitogen-activated protein kinase, MAPK)" Kelch £
PR SNBEAE G 1 1-R K 7 B2 A O, St - 2
(Keapl -Nrf2)? 1 # [ F-kB (nuclear factor-«B, NF-
kB)/p65" il #% (& 1), MAPKs A ifi & 2 5 1] 1Y) 22
GR I TR 5 T, PR A B AN 5 R S (ex-
tracellular regulated protein kinases, ERKs).p38 # c-
Jun 2 3 5K Ui 34 i (c-Jun N-terminal kinase, JNK)ZH
B, A k2 Bz A2 K K7 32 44 (epidermal growth factor
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receptor, EGFR)FIZH it Kl T~ 52 /R 3 1% . ERK 7E 4l 3%
c-Fos ikt Z/E ], 1T p38 il INK & fL X c-
Jun FFRIREHEVE . c-Jun 55 c-Fos 455 T8 Wif%
5% K T80 25 1 - 1 (activator protein-1, AP-1)"2 ) AP-
1 7£ 3 Jii 4 J& £ M [ (matrix metalloproteinases,
MMPs) % 5 JE P Y 5% S o 45 v #5824,
MMP-1 MMP-3 Fl MMP-9 i I 18 3 35 A 3 507 ik
A P B R R AR Ak, MAPK. T AR 2 T Ui
S F A A E-2(COX-2)" F NF-«B" 235, I %

J& UVA 5 5 11 S04k I 380 1 7522 ) 4 3 i =2 — 01
TEA AR, Nrf2 = A4 i v i 5 Keapl
FHEAEH AR5 9% 8 H B AR 30z RALTF AR, Y
UVA 4@ IS8040 ilE N ROS K i & BUS , ROS 3G
WEIR AL Nrf2 (47 B , NI 52 H 5 Keapl Y45
Go BT B Nef2 FUEJF R RAE A, SHUA
Ak 5 It (antioxidant response element, ARE)H{ .
YEH, 51 Z Fh bt & Ak B A 22 B (40 SOD |, HO-1
1 NQO1 45)fFik F , i Bk 40 il N i £ 19 ROS,

I SR AT A M P ARG 91 I 3R A Keapl -Nrf2 R 200 9 S A R i 4 o
AN
X= S
-] —
Y
MAPK 5 5 i ‘o
MAPK signal pathway
ROS

MAPKs lé

20 il J5T
Cytoplasm (Erk ) p38 | mk )
[

[ C-lun | | C-Fos |

v

AP-12545 i AE
AP-1 binding
site

(o]

Nucleus

()

¥

| SOD |HO—1 |NQ01 |

| MMP -1, MMP -3, MMP -9

E1 UViESREEKAN ROS FHEHHMESER
Fig. 1 UV induced cellular signaling pathways regulated by ROS in skin cells

2 UV iF5H) DNA #i{%(UV induced DNA damage)
2.1 UV iFEFMILF L] DNA #i65

R R 2tk B UV MR S 8 R N 4
DNA 45 5 3 H 4 BRI L5 R DNA By
PR E LB T UV B . DNA A 551k
WEZE 260 nm, XA UVC A3 KyE L, 2 i T Uve
JUF- 2w R U2 W O B 21 38 M T, Bt DAGE AN
5 R AR K R 454, UVB i Beab T 485 H i
1 DNA 1) W iU J] B, 4 2% Bz I s s, vl 5 1 ke
KC A5 475 F1 52 JBk Bt b 1) 68 2L, ™ o i 5 040 g
(1) 35 PR e 1 28 TN G 2 T BE I 1, 2 B2 ik iy & A=

) EZFEZ— ) KC #i—a& RFEER N UVB 8
S5, DNA K32 245 07, 3222 3R B0 PR 6% sl Rk KT
4 B JE % . DNA-DNA 22X DNA-RNA 28 |
DNA-FH A2 Bk | Y (0 (A B A48 55 o AT 3755 7 Az BHL 1B
RNA 1 DNA R4 RS P 0967, QnER T e -ms g
1K (cyclobutane pyrimidine dimers, CPDs) £l 6-4
W5 WE i Y 7= ¥ (pyrimidine (6-4) pyrimidone photo-
products, 6-4PPs)%5 i S AN MISE T FIZEAL | e F I
A A & AR AR DNA EHEMWIK UVA H
UVB 25515 % {0 UVA {398 7 G838 3o 1422 & 5%
DCHVE FH(RP HoAth 23— W2 Wi 28 4R 1 8 1 T Bl s %
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F245 DNA)IE S CPDs AUTE R, 7 DL/ R R A Y
FIRSPSZEG R 75 kKT-em ™ UVA BES/INER 2 h =, /)
BB G CPDs (1) REUA W, M5 th T
DNA W= ME ] CPDs & #i T 2, B ARAE A Y
FIFIE T, UVA iS5 CPDs RUIE A 4 UVB, {H &
UVA 1EHJ5 B CPDs 7Kt i R AE A B2 k7
KR Z 5 M s A IR A 7 B AR P, UVA BR
T/ CPDs BIE R, i W] 55 2 Fh S {1k 4 DNA $ii
3, 0 Rt Wy 2 R AR A B 3, H v B R L 1) R 8-
f£-7,8- " & 114 (8-0x0G), # W /E N UVA %S
DNA #i0 AWibric ™, St s R, AS A
KB A UV 8 I8 X BRAF J59 5L 28725 /N BLAY
ORI LR RENARRR A T —
UARIR 1.6 kI -em™” A998 3 K UV(280 ~380 nm)Fll
1.5 kJ-em Y%L UVBB310 ~315 nm){EHE H 20 &
J , BE I T B R 2R AR /N BB R R/ VRIS R
TR PR R AR B T 150 kI - em” B K
UVA(350 ~400 nm)H [F] 48 BB U380 1/ BUY
PIEI RN, A 2 S EO8CR 1 el 28 | B8 5 76 IR 4T 43
JiJG , WA FECR AR IE A
2.2 UV iESLRIK DNA #if

UV 511 AR 2 5 B2k /& DNA (mi-
tochondrial DNA, mtDNA) (1) K & Bt ™ i F
mtDNA 5t = 2175 11} % DNA #9465 g 1 A BRP
SRR 5 % UV [52 5 mDNA JER £k |
B R R LR B [ R s = ok
P IE & /Y A= BRI R, 1 7 & A M O T AR,
Cohen P38 1 /M R EEAE BHOG A — B 5= UV
[ Rz R REAS % B0, B 25 UV R 5 (9348 i, mtDNA 3
K53k I Z W%, Zakaria Z5®Mdi ] 40 mJ-cm™ 1Y
UV(300 ~400 nm)*F HaCat 20 il #1745 M8 | % 90 L
ABWZ B E B mDNA, 32 1 i bR T 80 T1%
AL BERR (b D RE BRI , 76 A it AR R 2y
PR & ROS, #F—254" K UV 51 I 41

3 UV iFSEMKERMN(UV induced inflamma-
tion)

UV BE 7T 58 S 2508 ik 41 B 7= Az R A8 I 1y, W5 |
AL LT B 5 R S 2H AT o A5 G ek Bz s, B e
RFNZRTEVER, W UV 6T S A T8 B 0%
193 DR Jok ek 45 22 R R 5 B
3.1 UV X B2 k40 At i 42 2 18

UV 512 1% B 1k 20 i 98 5 0 5 ROS I FL R
FYIMI O, ROS Al MAPK {553 %, MAPK A

J BhE SR T AP-1 M2 NF-kB, SR E R 41 8 7,
0 40 B £ 2 (interleukin, IL)IL-1,1L-6 IL-8 il 9%
YRHE A F-(tumor necrosis factor-o, TNF-a), 5 1% Kt
o F Al — % Ak & (nitricoxide, NO)Z ) 2R ik, #E i 5]
RARFERIN Y B9 K 60 mI-cm™ UVB 4 B ]
oA SRR JER 2 B S 1 R RE SR, I 5 1 Kk 2B 4k
M HaCaT h RAER F 1 RLEERE L
PRI 30 T-em™ UVA i r] 51 A\ 3 1 HER 4TI R
KB 40ffirp A4 IL-1a IL-6  IL-8 F TNF-ar 335 7K
IS/ RS G T N OAVAE 21 I = L P e N
U TNF-a F IL-1 SZAR A TE AL, {15 9 PR 40 il & A 3R
B W BRI AR BRI, IEH Lot
KREERIEH P RE =1 h, UV BT Rk
R IR I A M H 3 RAE A ik
755 ROS FlGPEZA A H % (reactive nitrogen species,
RNS)A A, NI S AR 33 7, TE i ROS-&
i PR - Bz R AR 03 R SRR AR AT
3.2 UV XF B RN Bt R A

21 fitd 1] %k B 43 F--1 (intercellular adhesion mole-
cule-1, ICAM-D)#1A A J& UV X iz ik B A B & A
RAEAE I 4> T FEAE ) ICAM-1 X FR CD54,
LRI Y A0S 1 40 A B R E 2 e
TSR UV BEBE X ICAM-1 fl 26 3k 77 A i <7
ZARMVER ., X} KC {#H 10 ~100 mJ-cm™ K FH
BALEH(UVA Fl UVB TR ) RE R B, 7656 B
(24 h) ICAM-1 By RIX WM, R B BT RAEH B
1E 48 72 196 h )7 , ICAM-1 #%i% S H Ik, 3k T 4%
SER T, AR, UVB Fl UVA 8515 %
ICAM-1 A5 A P2 WL 2 AR R Y, UVB 55
1) ICAM-1 FRik (Y187 )28 12 755 DNA #ith =
(4, T UVA FRETRUN % & ROS Fh a7 A= B

S S OAVAD G 5795 e S R S S K o P R
H, EAETHAY UV 094 P4 s B dg e XU Bt UV
PR A A ROPE AR EEAR Y UV R4 IR
FR i A (R AT ELARSHT

4 UV iESHEZEME (UV induced immunosup-
pression)

/NG AMERY UV R BRSS9l R ™ A
JRyER G AR TR 2t S g PR UV R
HRBR ™ 2B R s e i il 1 38 7= A 2R Gtk S e A il
PEFAY e do ] i J3E 0T 3 Ao 3R & 78 A 0 (dle-
layed type hypersensitivity, DTH)F132 fisl 4 15 4 2 7
(contact hypersensitivity, CHS) >k fiif i . Kim sh ¥
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SRS EAARSMIF S SR I, UV AT 38 2 AN 5] 9 52 4 40 i,
PR 2255 I 48 T BOR R ™ A S e il VR
4.1 UV iF5 A i i 2500 4 i

UV AIPEH T 5 Bk v LC KC v Mk 20 i, 8
EANM AR ATYE T 40 (regulatory T cells, Treg)%%,
SR GRPZEIHIZN , LC J& TSR0, 2 B2
LIRS AN, UVA il UVB 45 834 n] S8k
FLC $s B A 5w ML R g 2 T B2
PP KC 2 UV RS E A] 7= 2E — ZR 51 i i A
W IL-1 IL-6 .IL-8 Fl TNF-a % AR HE S AE S0 1l
HPERL TS AL UV B R O] SRR AT R iR
RAE R, TS ROS FPAE TSR R
E2 (prostaglandin E2, PGE2) 43 b $#4 2 | M i ik 2>
DTH il CHS "', UV ik ]l id NO %4+ 5
KC 41 A% o 28 2 [) 3 A R R 4, UV iS5k
SEII A S Treg AN VIAE G, X LA MU AE UV 45
WEUE A= 8 TL-10, BH BT it 52 40 it i DO E S IL-12
Az
4.2 UV BHag sl g o+

PR PR (urocanic acid, UCA) PGE2 .a-fit BRI &
(a-MSH) \ TNF-« F1 IL 45 2 Ff 4 g P 1 () B B RE 1%
UV GROMR™ . UCA J& 21 2 R 19 25 2 3L ™
Yy, BB KC i = AH N 4 A B RT A 3R R
T, WF5E 2 I UCA (cis-UCA) HA sz i il /i
FH, AT B BBy R e ma b St 2 40 i ) TR, -
MSH fEf#fil IL-1 IL-2 . IL-6 . IFN-y , TNF-a %5 %)%
JIE K F A=A G M, N R 2 A e TNF-y i %
1) ICAM-1 [} 3Rk Tl BE 2 55 IL-18 /31 NF-
kB BRIEY . 25 UV i SR M i E2A R
S IL-10, HAE AT 8E 1L-12 XFE, 22000 5256 3iF Y 2
UVB % #8 J5 IL-10 K7 Ft &, IL-12 7K F B AR
% IL-12 4, IL-18 1 IL-23 8% 3iF 52 Bt %t 4t UV
I3 B GBI

5 UViESHREK}EEWX (UV induced skin pho-
toaging)

Kot b i T R R IR I 2 32 UV IR
ST B LB I ST Ak RN SR 2 AR AR I N
DU, Rt b R, R FERBEREER
LR SEHP A M, DU R R ) o B S5 s X B
H P95 A9 & B0, B L8 o B IS R B AE UV T Y
ANARZRHL), 52 UVA B — M A Eb 55—l A
B R AR  0 G2 B e Y

5.1 UV iFRE A BRSO Z L

TE UV 5 R R i o B 1 A fL 2 A | st
FAFEMRGR LN B A A B S S M AT A W R A
SN, AT Rk A e R S B R R B AR
ROS Xf K g v (%) g Joe ot S8 A A 7 A i PR RE AL G
Yy, NG B B R AR b B 2 B AR S W IE i
¥ I Ak % M (carbonylated proteins, CPs)™', CPs 7E
AV R IR 1 7 S5 )2 AR L B 23 %) 240 o 5 o v e
PEHERR 76 A1 502 00 HEBRA 2 T 3R IR OR 18 2 e Y
TR KR EEAE UV T Bk, 8 A kAL
AR P ECGR PR B E A 1 . MMPs S5 45849 F1 )
REAZ 0 B (AR 9 3 B0 e I I ) el AR
CPs b 233 BUE 2 5L 5 AH 5C 2K 11 A1 mRNA 7K1y
AsAk i FE MMP-1 F1 TL-8, Ff 1] 5| 2 ol 21 45 40 Jfg
A ARET | FER N SEEG h, 3R B 232 B TR
R sZR L EL R R /N X AT e 5 R L2 A
P AL RE A O,
5.2 UV i IR S 3500 e ot & Ak

JEE DB 1 LG A T B B ik i R 2
— o UV 5B 2 PE 40 M= 1E 25 B ik MMPs , MMPs
TSR A LT T A 40 MG A1 35 5T (extracellular ma-
trix, ECM)A , S BUR I & 20 | Sk 21 4R R A,
NI B R ikt B 2 4P UV & AT 38 i ROS
519 MAPK 1 NF-«B 15 53 i )8 % MMPs 1) 3
K(E 2), ROS DL =G il 2% 3% 1) 77 X% MAPK
5o IR AT R SR =, IR BTG MAP3K
MAP2K \MAPK,, 5| T it INK ,ERK ,p38 W2 ft,
HEM 5L c-Fos Fl c-Jun 85 FHBEIR L, H-1E A 41 Hu A%
5 AP-1 454, 52 MMP-1 MMP-3 il MMP-9 1¥J |-
PR G IR IR R AR ROS i A B R 1k 0
I«B ¥ (1B kinase, IKK),NF-«kB &—~H IkB-a,
P50 P65 £ = IR, IKK #7652 33 [kB-a 2
21k, ffi P50 P65 AH%, 5 A MiA% H mmp P )5 3l
FIX NF-«B i j5 456 )5, A 270 mmp FE K 7 %
S WM ,8 Joem Y UVA HEZE4R I 8 J& i)
NREE S /N BRURZ JoR M d 25T [ L A SO, 414
MMPs /KF FFF, T %9 T & i J5 4 i 4 1 (colla-
gen, COL) & &34 i & F R,
5.3 UV iFEEEE A G Rl 5800 2 otz

UVA 1] ifi5F TGF-B/Smad 1553 J& 31 1 112 I 2
F G, i — 20 S B R R Tt 2 2 T S0 ik
A AR T HLE A 2 TR, 7ERLEF 4t
YL, TGF-B1 5 HARE 152K 2 5 Y)(TGF-B type
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1 324K TBR 1 1l TGF-B type L (524K TAR 1) ik Sy fa e sk s r i & i . 24 et 4 2n
454 TR T il @R fbis® TAR 1 ,TAR 1 F@EfR  AEsZ%]10 J-cm™ UVA #& A, Smad7 #ik LI
1k Smad2/3 , BEFR L) Smad2/3 5 Smadd (JE7 1 1 5 TBR T AHEAEH, BH 1k Smad2/3 FFLTE , 15 1M 11
WA B 5 S R )8 2 B AR, Smadd AR, HIIRIR R A& ™,

Collagen MMPs

B2 UVESEEREZLHTFIE
Fig. 2 Molecular mechanisms of UV-induced skin photoaging
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